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Reflections on dissemination 
 
The starting point for this paper is represented by the controversies surrounding the Anti-
Counterfeiting Trade Agreement and its possible repercussions on millions of internet-users   
around the world. Even though ACTA was discussed by leaders of a handful of countries, the 
ratification of such agreement would have an impact on the dynamics of the world wide web in 
its entirety. 
I consider this topic to be relevant for today’s society, as there were several attempts made by 
governments to introduce internet regulation laws, in different ways and degrees, whether 
intended for the internet provider, the information circulating online, or the internet user.   
The aim which I have set for myself with this thesis is to reach a deeper understanding of how 
the media, namely online newspapers in Britain and Romania perceive an attempt of internet 
regulation, in relation with the concepts of ‘censorship’ and ‘protection’.  
In the past few years following the leaked drafts and afterwards the publication of the official 
versions of the agreement, ACTA became a source of interest in research papers, although the 
most used point of view in analyzing it was the legal perspective. Instead of choosing the same 
option and focusing on the text of the agreement, I have chosen a different alternative by 
appealing to journalistic texts which discuss ACTA. In doing so, I wish to capture the 
development of these discussions over the course of 2008 to 2012 by focusing on ‘censorship’ 
and ‘protection’ as the two main antagonistic concepts around which the controversy of ACTA 
was developed.     
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List of Acronyms 
 
ACTA – Anti-Counterfeiting Trade Agreement  
DEA – Digital Economy Act 
IDC – International Data Corporation 
IP – Intellectual Property  
IPRs – Intellectual Property Rights 
ITU – International Telecommunication Union  
PIPA – Protect IP Act 
SOPA – Stop Online Piracy Act 
TRIPS – agreement on Trade Related Aspects of Intellectual Property 
WTO – World Trade Organization 
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Summary  
 
The history of printed press stretches across centuries, and throughout this long span of time, its 
role, scope, public and even the form in which it is accessible have suffered numerous changes. 
The emergence of the internet is one important factor which has caused some of these 
transformations. Despite all these changes, one characteristic remains the same. This medium of 
mass communication is still relevant in the twenty-first century, and continues to make an impact 
on the world’s population, even though some may argue that it is losing ground in the face of 
technological developments like television and the internet.    
The ways in which the different forms of mass-media represent an event, especially one that 
concerns a considerably large part of the world’s population, is very important, as these 
representations shape the reality we are living in, through one of the most intricate and essential 
tools – discourse.   
The Anti-Counterfeiting Trade Agreement has been one of the biggest subjects of the last 
decade, not only in the political and technological world, but especially on a social level, as the 
ones who would have directly felt the outcomes of its ratification would have been the millions 
of everyday internet users across the globe. The controversy surrounding the anti-piracy 
agreement has attracted the attention and implication of people from all categories and social 
strata, and the mass-media, including the press, was present to paint a picture of ACTA, as an 
anti-counterfeit agreement that meant internet censorship, restricted freedom of speech, the 
violations of civil rights, and punishment. This is the image projected by the majority of the 
online newspaper articles analyzed through discourse analysis having Norman Fairclough’s 
perspective as a basis.  
Although concepts such as genre, point-of-view were used in order to accomplish the analysis, 
the most important focus in every article was whether or not certain patterns, or key-words, 
occurred in the representation of the agreement and its positive or negative outcomes. The first 
question that came up at the beginning of the research process was whether ACTA was a 
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protector  or restrictor of civil rights from the point-of-view of the press, how did this view 
evolve in such a short, yet intense period of time?  
The two points perspectives, the British and the Romanian ones, were chosen not only for 
practical reasons (because the source-texts were accessible for the student in their original 
language), but also because choosing to discuss about ACTA representation in comparison 
offered a deeper understanding, and deeper insight about how this negative image of ACTA was 
disseminated.    
This explains the focus on searching for reoccurring words or expressions from the word families 
of the two core-concepts ‘censorship’ and ‘protection’, as a way of showing whether the media 
in Romania and Britain had a predilection of presenting the agreement and its outcomes in a 
negative or positive light, which may bring the conclusion to the idea that the press significantly 
influenced the dissemination of this perception, which in turn induced to some extent its 
rejection in the summer of 2012.  
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1. Introduction 
 
 
The year 1989 bears a great historical importance not only for Europe, but for what lies beyond 
her borders as well. It is a milestone, a turning point that represents the moment when a torn 
continent was struggling with a slow and painful process of regeneration, which started with the 
fall of the Berlin wall, followed by the end of the Cold War two years later. 
The communist regime that had engulfed Eastern Europe and had brought among other things 
oppression, poverty and censorship was now falling, making way for countless waves of 
political, economic and social change.  
But 1989 also marks the beginning of a new era, the birth of the world wide web, which would 
develop from a technological breakthrough for communication and the flow of information into 
an everyday necessity for people all over the world. The question may arise, why is the internet 
as a technological phenomenon relevant from a historical point of view?   
Not only is the internet relevant for contemporary society from a historical point of view, but it 
has caused scholars such as Manuel Castells (The Network Society) to actually identify the age 
with this technological breakthrough that has become a daily necessity throughout the globe. 
The history of internet regulation attempts stretches back as long as the history of the internet 
itself, with the US government continuously trying to find more efficient ways to control this 
breakthrough technology. The first ones to oppose were the internet pioneers who did not with 
for the government to possess any authority in the developing virtual space.1  
One example of a previous attempt of internet regulation is SOPA (Stop Online Piracy Act). The 
act was meant to give permission to the US government to block Americans from accessing 
different websites, therefore legitimizing censorship against internet users. SOPA opponents 
                                                            
1 Kleinwächter, Wolfgang(2008). The International Encyclopedia of Communication. Accessed 
June 15th 2013: 
http://www.blackwellreference.com/public/tocnode?id=g9781405131995_yr2013_chunk_g978140513
199514_ss69-1  
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claim that their reaction resulted in the largest online protest in history against internet 
censorship. PIPA is the bill which immediately followed SOPA. It seeks to hinder websites to 
“sell or distribute pirated copyright material “both virtual or physical, with a focus on the 
websites outside US.2  
Another example of internet censorship would be search engines, which “perform a function 
analogous to switches in rail networks: they select and route information to the user“3. Probably 
the most popular search engine among internet users is Google. Ever since 2002, the Chinese 
government decided to block access to Google in the country, and internet users trying to access 
the website “were redirected to domestic search engines that were more directly under 
government control“4. Google also received many critiques in several instances for altering the 
results for a certain search query. For instance, Google was attacked in 2004 by an American, 
because googling the word “Jew“ would bring the internet user to a result page with several anti-
Semitic websites, amongst which one called “Jew Watch“. Google responded by saying that the 
manner in which the results appeared was a consequence of the algorithm used by the search 
engine, but also that the word “Jew“ could be viewed as derogatory in English, and as a result it 
did not choose to interfere with the results given by the search query5. 
In the same matter Google did the exact opposite in France and Germany, where there are hate 
laws prohibiting it. As a consequence, Google chose to change its policy to which it appealed in 
the US case in order to justify the search results, and interfered in the case of France and 
Germany where the “Jew Watch“ website doesn’t appear in search queries6.   
As previously mentioned, the history of internet regulation goes as far back as the history of the 
internet, and this information could be the spark for an interesting and complex discussion that is 
more than compatible with today’s society, it is necessary, because the stakeholders involved in 
this discussion are numerous. As the ‘Aim and relevance’ sub-chapter will show, today (2013) 
there are almost three thousand million internet users in the world, a number which is continually 
                                                            
2 Magid, Larry(2012). What Are SOPA and PIPA and Why All The Fuss? January 1st. Accessed July 3rd 
2013: http://www.forbes.com/sites/larrymagid/2012/01/18/what-are-sopa-and-pipa-and-why-all-the-fuss/  
3 A. Halavais(2009).Search engine society. p.119.  
4 Ibid. pp. 121-122.  
5 Ibid. pp. 122-123. 
6 Ibid.. p.123. 
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increasing. As shown above, there have been several attempts made by governments in different 
countries to introduce laws that would hinder online freedom of internet users, though many of 
them were conceived to be implemented at a national level. This could be a reason why 
discussions on internet regulation have not attracted the attention of the public opinion at a high 
level. But 2008 proved to be a turning point in this matter, when the public became more familiar 
with the Anti-Counterfeiting Trade Agreement “the highest-standard plurilateral agreement ever 
achieved concerning the enforcement of intellectual property rights,”7 when documents 
containing information on the agreements’ agenda were leaked in order for the public to have 
access to a matter in which they were directly involved.   
Therefore, this paper deals with the discussions that the Anti-Counterfeiting Trade Agreement 
has raised, starting from 20088 when a first draft of the agreement text was leaked. The analysis 
will focus on a selection of online newspaper articles from 2008 until 2012 when the agreement 
failed to be ratified by the European Parliament. The year 2008 is relevant in the ACTA 
discussions because it was the first time the public and the media received a low degree of access 
to the agreement, and because the negotiations between the G8 were held in secret, speculation 
was present before the final text of ACTA was officially published.      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                            
7 Office of the United States Trade Representative website. Anti-Counterfeiting Trade Agreement (ACTA). Accessed 
July 18th 2013 at: http://www.ustr.gov/acta . 
8 The full draft of the ACTA text was leaked by La Quadrature du Net, a non-profit organization which aims to 
protect and inform citizens of their rights as internet-users. Available at: http://www.laquadrature.net/en/who-
are-we  
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1.1 Research question     
 
The research question which the thesis will try to answer will be: 
How has the Anti-Counterfeiting Trade Agreement media discourse developed in British and 
Romanian newspapers from 2008 when it was first introduced to the media and the public, up 
until its rejection by the European Parliament in 2012, with regards to the perception of the two 
core-concepts ‘censorship’ and ‘protection’? Another way of formulating the problem would be : 
How has media coverage in British and Romanian newspapers developed from 2008 until 2012 
on the subject of ACTA, in relationship with the concepts ‘censorship’ and ‘protection’? 
 
A set of secondary questions is needed to guide the analysis that will try to give an answer to the 
main research question.  
 
? What is the context in which the first information about ACTA was leaked to the public?  
? What are the standpoints of the newspapers in Britain and Romania regarding the 
agreement? 
? Are there similarities in the perspectives presented by British and Romanian with regards 
to this particular instance of internet regulation? 
? Has the subject developed similarly in Britain and Romania? Why is that? 
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1.2 Aim and relevance  
The world wide web has become a phenomenon. If in the beginning it was an invention used 
solely by the army, in the last decade of the second millennium it was introduced for public use. 
This resulted in a larger and larger number of users that is continually growing nowadays in 
2013.  
The international website Internet World Stats, International Data Corporation and the 
International Telecommunication Union offer an overview of how the percentage of the number 
of internet users in the world has risen from 1995 until 20139. If in December 1995 there were 
approximately 16 million internet users worldwide, which at that time represented 0,4% of the 
total world population, after just one year the percentage became more than double at 36 million 
users. This increase in the percentage has been constant ever since.  
The year 2004 is considered the point in time when the internet boomed, with 817 million users 
all over the world. In 2008, when the first discussions about ACTA were held in the media and 
public opinion, almost a quarter of the world’s population was using the internet, that is 1504 
million people. Today, the International Telecommunication Union states that there are roughly 
2750 million users worldwide.  
 This collection of data shows the fact that the internet and any adjacent topic are more than 
relevant in the third millennium. Given the fact that the number of internet users is rising 
exponentially, as they benefit from rapid flow of information, various channels of 
communication and many other options, any attempt of regulating the use of these functions 
attracts the attention of these numerous users.   
Therefore, the selected topic is suitable and relevant for contemporary society. 
                                                            
9 International World Stats website(2013). Internet Growth Statistics. Last updated May 2013. 
Accessed July 12th 2013 http://www.internetworldstats.com/emarketing.htm.  
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The main objective of the thesis is to capture the development of the way in which the ACTA 
subject was presented in British and Romanian newspapers, and to observe whether this 
trajectory was linear or was it in accordance with the process in which information on ACTA 
was leaked and then officially presented. The analysis seeks to discover whether certain patterns 
occur throughout the selected articles, from the first ones published in 2008 up to 2012. These 
patterns refer mainly to the core concepts of ‘censorship’ and ‘protection’. In close connection 
with this, the aim of the paper is not only to reach a deeper understanding of the media impact 
the Anti-Counterfeiting Trade Agreement had in the British and Romanian online newspapers, 
but also to present a contrast between these two forms of media, in order to see whether the ideas 
expressed in the media are all in all congruous, or if they differ consistently.  
 
1.3 The Anti-Counterfeiting Trade Agreement  
Another necessary step needs to be taken before turning to the methodology chapter and then to 
the analysis, and that is an explanation of what intellectual property (IP) and intellectual property 
rights (IPR) refer to, as they are important concepts which the agreement uses and focuses on. A 
definition of these concepts together with a short timeline of the context in which the agreement 
came into shape, the duration and manner in which the negotiations were held and the way in 
which the public opinion and the media found out about the agenda of the agreement, represent a 
necessary framework for the analysis chapter.  
 
? Intellectual Property and Intellectual Property Rights 
According to Rainer Kuhlen, trying to define it is a hard task, because “no other element of our 
social order seems to be more unclear than the concept of ‘intellectual property’ “.10 An 
explanation for this would be the fact that the “liberal idea of possession of (material) property 
and its fundamental relevance for the development of civil society and free economy has been 
                                                            
10 R. Kuhlen cited in C. Lenk, N. Hoppe, R. Andorno(2008). Ethics and Law of Intellectual Property. Current 
Problems in Politics, Science and Technology. p.214. 
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directly and mostly without any further consideration transferred to property objects of an 
immaterial nature.”11  
Moreover, this has caused some scholars and human rights groups to question the very name of 
the concept, stating that the very juxtaposition of ‘intellectual’ and ‘property’ is undesirable 
because the two concepts put together are incongruous, as the term ‘property’ was first used to 
indicate material objects. As Merges observes, “there are those who claim that property the 
concept is and always will be a prisoner of origins, that it is rooted in and can never grow out of 
its formative association with physical, tangible things […]. Anyone who sees things this way 
will always see intellectual property as an awkward transplant.” 12  
The discussion surrounding the concept of intellectual property is relevant for the thesis because 
it shows its controversial aspect, and the fact that it is regarded in two opposite perspectives, and 
this idea will create a support for the analysis chapter, because it shows, in part, why ACTA was 
received so differently, or differently put, why it divided the world in two.  
The fast developing technologies of the new millennium in information and communication have 
become a necessity for the individual as well as for the masses. Because “knowledge and 
information are decisive resources for development of any nature, be it personal, scientific, 
social, economic or political”13, this represents one of the main arguments that fuels the debate 
between those who regard knowledge and property as private property and those who see it as 
belonging to the public sector.  
Precisely because the paper deals to a certain degree with a controversial concept, a definition of 
IP and IPRs needs to be pointed out. A rather simplistic explanation would be the following: 
“Creative works and inventions that are the result of original ideas are also property. Because 
this property is created with the mind, or intellect, it is called intellectual property [as opposed to 
physical property].”14  Also, if the rights of the owner or creator are broken through copyright 
infringement ,that is by using the work or creation without the copyright holder’s permission, 
                                                            
11 R. Kuhlen cited in C. Lenk, N. Hoppe, R. Andorno(2008). P.214. 
12 R.P.Merges. Justifying Intellectual Property. Harvard University Press: Cambridge, Mass. 2011, p.4. 
13 R. Kuhlen in C. Lenk, N. Hoppe, R. Andorno. Ethics and Law of Intellectual Property. Current Problems in Politics, 
Science and Technology. Ashgate Publishing Group: Abington, Oxon, GBR, 2008, pp.213-214. 
14 J.Freedman. Intellectual Property. The Rosen Publishing Group: New York. 2008, p. 5. 
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this is punishable according to the intellectual property rights laws (IPRs).These can be patents, 
trademarks, designs, copyrights or geographical indications and they “enable European 
inventors, creators and businesses to prevent unauthorized exploitation of their creations, and in 
return to get compensation for their investment. IPRs also offer guarantees to users (e.g. 
trademarks and geographical indications identify the origin of the goods concerned).”15 
Another critique that stands at the basis of the discussions on the topic of intellectual property is 
that the existing IPRs, or rather their enforcement is not effective enough and therefore, efforts 
should be made in order to correct this situation. Therefore “one side argues that a strong 
intellectual property protection serves as an incentive to create new knowledge and to foster 
industrial and economic development”16, or according to the European Union: “one of the EU’s 
objectives is to improve the protection and enforcement of IP rights (in third countries) [as the] 
protection and enforcement of intellectual property are crucial for the EU’s ability to stimulate 
innovation and to compete in the global economy”.17 The opposite view claims that a more 
severe enforcement of the IPRs will actually hinder the flow or access to information, and this 
would be in the detriment of the public.18  
Now that an important concept with which the Anti-Counterfeiting Trade Agreement deals with 
has been shortly explained, the following part of the thesis has the role of introducing the reader 
to the context in which the agreement was created, which actors were involved in the process, the 
agenda, as well as the manner in which the public received knowledge about it before the final 
text of the agreement was officially made public.  
This is relevant for the analysis chapter, because it provides necessary basic information about 
the context in which the Anti-Counterfeiting Trade Agreement was created, as well as reasons 
which the public opinion, the media and the organizations directly affected by ACTA held 
against the agreement before the text was finally released to the public.  
 
                                                            
15 European Union website(2013). Intellectual Property. Last updated 22 March 2013. Accessed July 17th 2013: 
http://ec.europa.eu/trade/policy/accessing-markets/intellectual-property/ . 
16 C.Lenk et al.(2008). p.2. 
17 European Union website(2013). Intellectual Property.   
18 C.Lenk et al.(2008). p.2. 
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? ACTA Timeline 
Before ACTA was created, intellectual property rights were mainly protected by the TRIPS 
Agreement19, adopted by the members of the WTO which came into effect in 1995, aiming to 
control a phenomenon that had increased from approximately 60 billion US dollars per year to 
ten times that number in just a decade. In 2006, the EU’s invitation to a thorough discussion on 
the ways of enforcement against the trade of counterfeit products and trade received a negative 
feedback from Argentina, Brazil, China and India, and later that year the same issue failed to 
receive the attention of the WTO.20 
Meanwhile, Japan started a similar initiative with that of the EU’s, by proposing a Treaty on the 
Non-proliferation of Counterfeits and Pirated Goods at the Global Congress on Combating 
Counterfeiting and Piracy in 2005 and 2006.21 
Following the G8 Summit in 2007, an Intellectual Property Rights Task Force was established, 
with the role of searching for improved measures in IPR. The first mention of ACTA was in 
October 2007, when a statement was released informing of the following negotiations between 
US, EU, Japan, South Korea, Mexico, New Zealand, Switzerland and Canada with regards to a 
Plurilateral Anti-Counterfeiting Trade Agreement22, “the highest-standard plurilateral agreement 
ever achieved concerning the enforcement of intellectual property rights.”23 
The first rounds of negotiations were held in secret in Geneva, Washington, Tokyo and Paris. In 
May 2008, however, a first document was made known to the public through the Wikileaks 
website: “ A ‘Discussion Paper on a Possible Anti-Counterfeiting Trade Agreement’ was 
reportedly provided to select lobbyists in the intellectual property industry, but not to public 
interest organizations concerned with the subject matter of the proposed treaty. Wikileaks has 
obtained the document. […] The document reveals a proposal for a multi-lateral trade agreement 
                                                            
19 Lenk et al(2008), p.2. 
20 M.Blakeney(2012). Intellectual Property Enforcement. A Commentary on the Anti-Counterfeiting Trade 
Agreement (ACTA). p.x. 
21 Ibid. 
22 Ibid. p.xi. 
23 Office of the United States Trade Representative website. Anti-Counterfeiting Trade Agreement (ACTA). 
Accessed July 18th 2013: http://www.ustr.gov/acta . 
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of strict enforcement of intellectual property rights related to Internet activity and trade in 
information-based goods hiding the issue of false trademarks.” 24 
An attempt was made by the EU in March 2009 to pass a resolution which would allow public 
access to all ACTA materials, but the US opposed this demand for national security reasons.25   
It was not until April 2010 that the public received official access to the discussions from the 
eighth  round of negotiations held in New Zealand, through the Consolidated Text prepared for 
Public release containing this round of negotiations.26 The publication of the draft was welcomed 
by organizations and international non-profit associations such as the European Digital Rights 
who have been requesting documents concerning the agenda of ACTA only to be repeatedly 
denied after several rounds of negotiation.27    
November 2010 saw the adoption of the resolution on the Anti-Counterfeiting Trade Agreement, 
remaining for it to be forwarded “to the Council, the Commission and the governments and 
parliaments of the state parties to the ACTA negotiations.”28 
An issue worth mentioning in the timeline is that even though the scope of the agreement is 
broad and concerns not only internet stakeholders but it is also intended to combat organized 
criminal organizations operating in pharmacy and other areas of activity, the paper will mainly 
focus on the internet section of the agreement and how it has been perceived and represented in 
printed media.  
The final version of the ACTA text was released in May 2011, followed by its signing which 
took place in October the same year by Canada, Australia, Japan, Morocco, New Zealand, South 
                                                            
24 Wikileaks website(2008). Proposed US ACTA plurilateral intellectual property trade agreement (2007). Released 
May 22nd. . Accessed July 18th 2013: 
http://wikileaks.org/wiki/Proposed_US_ACTA_plurilateral_intellectual_property_trade_agreement_(20
07)  
25 La Quadrature du Net website. ACTA. Timeline. Accessed July 18th 2013: 
http://www.laquadrature.net/en/ACTA . 
26 Ibid. 
27 European Digital Rights website(2011). Parliament Responds To EDRi’s ACTA Document Request. November 3rd. 
Accessed July 19th 2013: http://www.edri.org/ACTA_transparency . 
28 European Union website. European Parliament resolution of 24 November 2010 on the Anti-Counterfeiting Trade 
Agreement (ACTA). Last updated February 28th 2012. Accessed July 19th 2013: 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+TA+P7-TA-2010-
0432+0+DOC+XML+V0//EN . 
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Korea, Singapore and the US. The EU completed the signing process on 26 January 2012 in 
Tokyo as “ACTA contains criminal enforcement provisions, an area that is considered of 
‘shared’ competence between the EU and its Member States. This is why it needs to be signed 
and ratified by the EU and by all 27 Member States.”29  
The controversy surrounding the agreement became more heated after the EU joined the other 
signing countries in January 2012. This event was received with protest outbreaks not only on 
the streets, but also amongst members of the political class.  
The first EU member to strongly react against ACTA and to set the tone for protesting was 
Poland. Very soon after the European Union members (including Poland) signed the agreement, 
an incident occurred in the Polish parliament which attracted the attention of the entire European 
continent: the “lawmakers from the leftist party Palikot’s Movement covered their faces with 
Guy Fawkes masks, the look that has become shorthand for Anonymous30”31 as a sign of protest 
against the fact that the European Union joined the other states who had already signed ACTA 
the previous year.  
Outbursts of heavy protesting took place in the streets of Poland, and were soon after followed 
by thousands of people across Europe, including Romania and the United Kingdom, all using the 
same Guy Fawkes mask and banners with texts against the Anti-Counterfeiting Trade Agreement 
to identify with the cause.  
Several meetings were also held between stakeholders and committees of the European 
Parliament such as the ‘civil liberties’ LIBE committee and the ‘international trade’ INTA 
                                                            
29 European Union website. The timeline of the agreement. Accessed July 19th 2013: 
http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/docs/2012/january/tradoc_149003.pdf . 
30 Anonymous are a group of hackers who are known for online attacks or hacking into online systems as a form of 
protest. One of the most famous case in which Anonymous were involved was the WikiLeaks one, in which the 
website faced shut-down after the US government blocked the donations paid to WikiLeaks that were used for 
maintaining the website. The reason for this was that WikiLeaks had obtained secret footage in which journalists 
and children were killed by a US helicopter in Iraq. The symbol used by Anonymous is a Guy Fawkes mask.  
Information week website. M.J. Schwartz. Who Is Anonymous? 10 Key Facts. 07.02.2012. Accessed 20.07.2013 at: 
http://www.informationweek.com/security/attacks/who-is-anonymous-10-key-
facts/232600322#mc_jive . 
31 Bell, M.(2012). ACTA protest erupt in Poland. Washington Post. January 27th . Accessed July 20th 2013: 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/blogpost/post/poland-protests-erupt-over-acta-law-
debate/2012/01/27/gIQAt6UOVQ_blog.html . 
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committee32, but the agreement failed to be ratified on July 4th 2012 when the final vote was cast 
in the European Parliament, and ACTA was rejected with 478 votes against 39 in favor.33 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                            
32 La Quadrature du Net website. ACTA.Timeline. Accessed July 19th 2013: 
http://www.laquadrature.net/en/ACTA . 
33 Ibid. 
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2. Methodology  
Besides heavy protesting in the streets and intense political discussion, ACTA was also a matter 
of debate in the media. Because the point of focus in the thesis is how the ACTA subject 
developed in English and Romanian online newspaper articles from 2008 when – as previously 
seen - the ‘Discussion Paper on a Possible Anti-Counterfeiting Trade Agreement’ was made 
public by the Wikileaks website, until 2012 after the failed ratification of the agreement, one 
more step needs to be taken before moving on to the tools of analysis chosen for this paper, and 
presented in the Discourse analysis sub-chapter.  
Therefore, the next sub-chapter will deal with explaining the selection process of the British and 
Romanian newspaper articles, the criteria used in order to differentiate the ones that were 
relevant for the analysis and the ones that did not qualify. This is a necessary step because the 
newspaper articles represent the primary source which will later be used in the analytical chapter, 
by appealing to discourse analysis, which will also be dealt with prior to the analysis.  
   
2.1 Primary and secondary sources 
As previously discussed in reflections on dissemination, one of the reasons for focusing on the 
media perspective in this issue and choosing online newspaper articles as primary source is 
because this particular perspective brings a sense of novelty in the Anti-Counterfeiting Trade 
Agreement discussions. The subject has attracted attention in the scholarly world as well as on 
the streets, online as well as on site, among regular people as well as among politicians, be they 
from Japan, Poland, the US or Romania. But all this attention has been to a great extension 
focused on the actual text of the Anti-Counterfeiting Trade Agreement, and this has generated 
relatively considerable debate (despite the fact that it is after all a rather new subject) on the 
ACTA issue, but more so in a legal framework.   
This paper will pursue a slightly different path, by using the feedback that the agreement 
received from the media, more specifically the online articles published by newspapers and press 
agencies in Britain and Romania from 2008 up to 2012.  
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Although the ACTA subject is still present in 2013 in newspapers and in the media in general, 
despite its rejection, the rationale for focusing on a selection of newspaper articles written 
between 2008 and 2012 instead of until 2013 can easily be explained. 2008 and 2012 play a 
major role in the selection process of the articles, because each year carries a significant event 
which had a great influence in the debate on the Anti-Counterfeiting Trade Agreement. 2008 is 
the year when the public gained access to a certain degree to the ACTA agenda through the 
publication of the ‘Discussion Paper on a Possible Anti-Counterfeiting Trade Agreement’ by 
WikiLeaks, and 2012 represents the point of closure for this subject. 
Also, although the time frame chosen in this thesis is relatively short, one may argue that these 
four years can be described as being intense and especially important for debates surrounding 
internet regulation in general, because so far, ACTA has been arguably the most mediatized, 
debated attempt of internet regulation, whose failed ratification in the European Parliament has 
left stakeholders alert and cautious about any further undertakings in this direction. This can be 
demonstrated not only if we look at the ACTA timeline previously presented, but from the 
perspective of social movements through on site protesting(the process in which people filled the 
streets of cities across Europe in order to express their disapproval over the agreement and the 
fact that the EU member states joined the other signing countries), and online protesting (leaked 
documents with information on the agreement, several online petitions signed by thousands of 
opposers, blogs and videos all showing the negative side of ACTA). Another argument for this is 
the fact that the actors involved in the development of ACTA were numerous, with major 
countries plus the EU member states having signed the agreement, rendering complexity to the 
entire debate. All these have provided a rich, intricate material for the newspapers that have 
covered this subject from its disclosure and beyond the point of rejection by the European 
Parliament.  
In order to capture a genuine development over time, the selection process in choosing the online 
newspaper articles needed to be done in such a way that a relatively large number of articles 
should have been taken into consideration. However, bearing in mind that the selected time 
frame is fairly short, following the course of only four years, together with the space limitations 
of the research paper, the number of articles needed to be reduced.  
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Furthermore, the fact that the primary source consists of online articles written on the subject of 
ACTA in Britain as well as Romania, for the purpose of comparison, has also contributed to the 
decrease of the number of articles, although one might argue that a contrast between the analysis 
of these two sets of articles showing the development of the subject with an international 
outcome is beneficial and provides an interesting perspective, rendering a different dynamics.   
Therefore, in the first set, the primary source is represented by three online newspaper articles 
published on the Guardian website, and another two from the Independent. The reason for these 
choices lies in the fact that both are national newspaper which attract a larger audience compared 
to regional newspapers, and therefore they have more chance of influencing the readers through 
the ideas they express. The second set is composed of two articles from the national newspaper 
Adevarul and other two from the independent press agency Mediafax.  
As the next two analytical chapters will show, the progress and structure of the thesis was 
confronted with an issue worth pondering on from an early stage in the research process. 
Although the original agenda was to find a relatively similar number of online newspaper articles 
from Britain and Romania and use the findings in each analysis in order to compare and contrast 
any differences, similarities, possible patterns of co-occurrence or common key-words describing 
the different ways in which ACTA works, its outcomes, its characteristics, whether positive or 
negative, the result was somewhat unexpected.  
For the British section, the available online material from which the selection was then made was 
rather extensive throughout the established timeframe 2008 – 2012, despite the secrecy 
surrounding negotiations, the late official and public access to the text in 2010. As was expected, 
perhaps, 2012 meant a highly active year for the journalists taking on this subject, and therefore 
the articles written in the year of its rejection was a prolific one. Even so, in the case of Britain, 
the articles found could be used according to the original agenda, with the 2008 – 2012 
timeframe. 
In the second analytical chapter however, a compromise needed to be made in order to keep the 
structure and the agenda of the thesis. The findings of the search for Romanian online newspaper 
articles which depict the controversial agreement showed that there is no substantial coverage, if 
any, of this subject in national newspapers before 2012 (which was the main criteria as in the 
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case of the British articles). Starting with the beginning of 2012, however, the number of articles 
written on the subject is noticeably consistent. An important factor which contributed to this 
important differentiation between the two sections is the context in which the public, through the 
media attention, became aware of ACTA, and this matter remains to be discussed in the 
analytical chapters.  
Therefore, the decision was taken to keep the Romanian perspective despite the lack of coverage 
between 2008 to 2011, and concentrate on a selection of online articles from 2012.                       
The reason behind this decision was that two perspectives, one British and one Romanian, would 
bring the analysis to findings characterized by a higher dose of objectivity, or to a set of 
conclusions that are better funded, than if the analysis would have relied on the development of 
this subject in a single country. Questions may then arise if similar ideas or viewpoints about the 
agreement from the British media may have influenced the writing of the Romanian articles, 
seeing that the interest for the topic appeared so much later in Romania.  
Of course, the objection may arise that the decision of including Romania in the paper was 
inadequate, because it beats the purpose, or alters the thesis in a negative manner. This could be 
counter-argued by saying that it actually helps distinguish the two perspectives more easily in 
terms of the rhythm, flow of information and context of appearance, from which both the 
comparative section and the conclusion would benefit from.   
For the analysis chapters, the paper will rely on Norman Fairclough’s 2004 edition of ‘Analyzing 
discourse. Textual Analysis for social research’, and the methodological sections will appeal to 
linguists such as Bourdieu (Language and Symbolic Power), and Foucault (The Archaeology of 
Knowledge and the Discourse on Language), for the explanation of several concepts such as 
language, discourse, discourse analysis or textual analysis, which are necessary before the 
analytical chapters.  
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? Mass-media and contemporary society 
The history of mass-media stretches across centuries, and its rapid development is 
unquestionable. The mass-media represented by a wide range of media technologies have the 
main purpose of reaching a high number of people through mass-communication. The 
classification of the mass-media has also been subjected to change, as technologies evolved. If 
for instance, the eighteenth century saw a growing popularity of the periodicals and pamphlets in 
England, the following centuries brought technological breakthroughs like the telegraph,  the 
radio, the television and later the internet.  
Therefore, one could argue that the topic of mass-media is pertinent, even more so in 
contemporary society, as the channels used for mass communication have diversified and the 
audience that has access to mass communication has increased tremendously. Another reason 
sustaining the relevance of mass-media in the twenty-first century could be the fact that “for 
some sections of society, at least, the media have largely replaced older institutions (such as the 
Church, or trade unions) as the primary source of understanding of the world. […] Everyday 
engagement with media, then, is hugely significant and a theoretical understanding of this 
engagement is crucial.”34 
With regards to the role of the media, therefore of newspapers as well, one could say that one of 
its purposes is to ‘mediate’. The mediation process, according to Silverstone is more than 
considering mediation as a mere ‘point of contact’ that occurs between the media texts and the 
audience. He argues in favor of the idea that mediation should be regarded as a process in which 
the contact between the ones that produce media texts and the ones that consume them to have a 
certain degree of continuity and engagement which go beyond the meaning produced by these 
texts. In the same way, the paper will take into account the hypothesis presented by Silverstone, 
which asserts that mediation also refers to “the movement of meaning from one text to another, 
from one discourse to another, from one event to another. It involves the constant transformation 
of meanings, both large scale and small, significant and insignificant, as media texts and texts 
about media circulate in writing, in speech […], and as we, individually and collectively, directly 
                                                            
34 M.Talbot(2003). Media Discourse. Representation and Interaction. p. 3. 
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and indirectly, contribute to their production.”35 This perspective will especially be useful in the 
chapter which compares the two set of articles in term of meaning-making and its dissemination 
in a European context.  
Consequently, this shows a considerable potential and pertinence in choosing a medium of mass 
communication such as online press as a primary source, in order to understand a reaction of a 
new kind generated by the Anti-Counterfeiting Trade Agreement.  
 
2.2 Discourse analysis 
 Having covered the section on the primary and secondary sources, along with the relevance of 
the mass-media and consequently online newspaper articles in contemporary society, the next 
step is presenting the methodological tool, which is discourse analysis. A first argument in 
choosing this method is the increasing interest and usage of this particular method in the past 
decades, and the fact that it could represent a powerful tool which will guide the paper in order to 
reach valuable findings in how the media relates to the main concepts – censorship and 
protection – in the ACTA discussions. 
Discourse, respectively discourse analysis have gained importance especially in the last few 
decades, concomitantly with “a falling off of intellectual security in what we know and what it 
means to know – that is, a shift in epistemology, in the theorizing of knowledge”36 which was 
greatly influenced by the works of Foucault.  
Consequently, this affected numerous fields, including history. According to Iggers, the last few 
decades have brought a change in the perspective of some historians who now consider that 
history and literature are more closely connected than history and science. In a similar manner, 
“the historian is always the prisoner of the world within which he thinks, and his thoughts and 
perceptions are conditioned by the categories of the language in which he operates.”37 
                                                            
35 Silverstone, R.(1999). Why study the media? p. 13. 
36 Jaworski, A. and N. Coupland(1999). The Discourse Reader. p.3. 
37 G.Iggers(2005). Historiography in the Twentieth Century: From Scientific Objectivity to the Postmodern Challenge. 
p.9. 
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Given the fact that the chosen method is discourse analysis, the first questions that need to be 
raised are ‘What is discourse? What are its characteristics and functions? How can one identify a 
discourse from a non-discourse?’ In order to answer this set of questions, the next section will 
appeal to the works of several linguists such as Michel Foucault, Pierre Bourdieu, and Norman 
Fairclough whose answers will offer a necessary framework in the illustration of the analytical 
tool chosen in this paper. 
 
? What’s in a name: What is discourse? 
Scholars have very different perspectives regarding this particular concept. While there is no 
clear delineation of what constitutes a discourse and what doesn’t, agreed upon by academics, 
there are a few recurrent ideas as to what its characteristics should entail. For instance, Michel 
Foucault considers that language is more than a simple tool of communication, “for 
psychoanalysis has already shown us that speech is not merely the medium which manifests or 
dissembles desire; it is also the object of desire. Similarly, historians have constantly impressed 
upon us that speech is no mere verbalization of conflicts and systems of domination, but that it is 
the very object of man’s conflicts”. 38 
Pierre Bourdieu agrees with this view when he states that “apart from the literary (and especially 
poetic) uses of language, it is rare in everyday life for language to function as a pure instrument 
of communication.39 He considers that information is seldom the only function or aim of the 
linguistic production, because it is also characterized by a manner of communication or what he 
calls the expressive style, that within a context and received by a particular market render the 
utterances value and sense.40  
A more recent definition of discourse belongs to Norman Fairclough, who sees it as  “[…] a 
particular way of representing some part of the (physical, social, psychological) world – there are 
alternative and often competing discourses, associated with different groups of people in 
                                                            
38 Foucault, M.(1972). The Archaeology of Knowledge and the Discourse on Language, trans. A.M.Sheridan-Smith. 
Available at: http://www9.georgetown.edu/faculty/irvinem/theory/Foucault-Discourse-Archaeology-excerpts.html  
39 Bourdieu, P. cited in Jaworski and Coupland “The Discourse Reader” (1999). p.502. 
40 Ibid. 
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different social positions. Discourses differ in how social events are represented, and how more 
specifically the process and relations, social actors, time and place of events are represented.” 41 
Perhaps the definition given by Foucault is more clear and comprehensive: “We shall call 
discourse a group of statements in so far as they belong to the same discursive formation […]. 
Discourse is made up of a limited number of statements for which a group of conditions of 
existence can be defined. Discourse in this sense is not an ideal, timeless form […] it is, from 
beginning to end, […] a fragment of history […] posing its own limits, its divisions, its 
transformations, the specific modes of its temporality.”42 
For the purpose of clarifying the use of ‘language’ and ‘discourse’ in such a close way, I will 
appeal to Fairclough’s statement in which he explains his own understanding of discourse. He 
sees discourse – as the object of discourse analysis – as being language in use.43 This section also 
requires an explanation of what ‘discourse analysis’ represents, as it will be an essential tool in 
the analytical chapter. According to the same scholar, language is an intrinsic element of social 
life which makes it relevant in social analysis in general. But Fairclough also draws attention to 
the fact that this perspective does not reduce social life to language, “[…]saying that everything 
is discourse – it isn’t.”44  
Regarding the ‘actors’ involved in the act of speech, there is a dialectical relationship between 
the message being sent and the receiver, where the message carries information and meaning 
which seek to get a reaction from the reader, and the reader having “perceived and appreciated 
[the utterance] with reference to the universe of theoretically or practically competing styles 
[renders the utterance] a social value and a symbolic efficacy.” 45 In other words, the functions of 
the text are interconnected in the triangle: sender – message (or text) – receiver. Fairclough 
speaks about these causal effects that a text may exert on the receiver. “Texts as elements of 
social events […] have causal effects – i.e. they bring about changes. Most immediately texts can 
                                                            
41 Fairclough, N.(2004). Analysing Discourse. Textual analysis for social research. p.3. 
42 Foucault, M(1972). The Archaeology of knowledge. p.117. 
43 Fairclough, N.(2004). p.3. 
44 Ibid. p.2. 
45 Bourdieu, P.(1999). p.502 
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bring about changes in our knowledge (we can learn from them), our beliefs, our attitudes, values 
[…].”46 
At the same time he argues against the idea that this causal effect happens spontaneously47, but 
rather that the change occurs in the receiver’s knowledge according to the processes of meaning-
making.  In other words, it is the meaning that generates or triggers social effects, and not the 
texts themselves.48 This idea is especially significant for the analytical chapter, considering that 
the research question deals with the development of the ACTA subject over a determined period 
of time. The reason for this is the fact that an analysis of a selected number of newspaper articles 
dealing with ACTA could show a possible explanation as to how the media affected not only the 
diffusion of information on the agreement, but also the diffusion of a particular view on the 
subject. For instance, the ‘ACTA discussions – A Contrast’ sub-chapter together with the 
analysis may shed some light as to whether or not this diffusion of a negative perspective of the 
agreement occurred, if articles written in two very different countries present a similar pattern of 
concepts and ideas in presenting ACTA. This diffusion of newspaper articles on the subject 
could be considered to have had a role in the diffusion of social movements occurring throughout 
the European continent.   
Returning to discourse, several scholars speak about a connection between discourse and power. 
An example is Bourdieu who connects the value of a discourse with the notion of power, arguing 
that “the value of the utterance depends on the relation of power that is concretely established 
between the speakers’ linguistic competences, understood both as their capacity for production 
and as their capacity for appropriation and appreciation”.49  
The connection between discourse and power is a recurrent idea in the works of other scholars as 
well. For instance, Norman Fairclough also reaching to the conclusion that power relations 
dictate the process in which discourse is created: “Discourse constitutes the social. Three 
dimensions of the social are distinguished – knowledge, social relations, and social identity – and 
                                                            
46 Fairclough, N.(2004). p.8. 
47 Ibid. 
48 Ibid, p.11. 
49 Bourdieu, P. cited in Jaworski and Coupland(1999). p.503. 
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these correspond respectively to three major functions of language […] Discourse is shaped by 
relations of power, and invested with ideologies.”50 
In this perspective, the choice of method seems appropriate when applied to a collection of 
newspaper articles, which (at first sight) reflect or narrate the course of events regarding ACTA. 
But through the use of discourse analysis, one has access to the necessary tools which enables 
the reader to dive deeper and see beyond a simple string of events which compose the ACTA 
timeline, and look for possible explanations as to how have these texts, through meaning – 
making, brought about social effects.  
Even though one might argue that the primary role of the newspaper is to inform, just like in the 
case of any act of speech between a sender and a receiver of the message, the purpose of the 
message can have various characteristics. It can be used to inform, to persuade, to manipulate, to 
entertain, to suggest, to question etc.   
 
? The methodological tool 
“[…] if discourse analysis is to establish itself as a method in social scientific research it 
must move beyond a situation of multidisciplinarity and pluralism towards interdisciplinary, 
which entails a higher level of debate between proponents of different approaches, methods 
and theories. The aim is not of course uniformity of practice, but a roughly common agenda 
[…]. The nature of texts and textual analysis should surely be one significant cluster of issues 
of common concern.”51 
In other words, there is a variety of approaches to discourse analysis, which the linguist criticizes 
for not sharing a common objective. Therefore, a selection needs to be made among the range of 
existing linguistic tools, and ultimately the approach that seems to be most suitable in examining 
the meaning which the selected newspaper articles produce is textual analysis, according to 
Norman Fairclough.   
                                                            
50 N. Fairclough cited in A. Jaworski & N. Coupland(1999). p.2.  
51 Ibid. p.185. 
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He argues in favor of this particular approach in analyzing texts by saying that this method 
provides a more systematic and detailed analysis, while at the same time it creates a strong base 
for the conclusions to develop.52    
Seeing that the methodological tool has been indicated, the following part will have the role of 
presenting textual analysis according to Fairclough, but also to pinpoint the necessary changes, 
or rather the process of selection in using the concepts which make up this approach to discourse 
analysis. The explanation behind this alternative is that although the analysis will benefit from 
using textual analysis according to Fairclough, and his stance regarding several issues 
concerning this method seems very firm, some of the concepts need to be neglected in this case, 
because the analysis would not benefit from including every aspect of textual analysis, as 
presented by the linguist. The selection process in this case will be accompanied by explanations 
as to why certain choices were made in the detriment of others. 
According to Fairclough, textual analysis is composed of linguistic and intertextual analysis, 
which will both be used in the interpretation of the primary source, although the latter to a lesser 
extent. As previously mentioned, a selection of these tools is unavoidable in order to draw 
valuable conclusions which will try to answer the research question.  
The analysis of the form is one aspect which will not be taken into account in the analytical 
chapter, although the linguist does not conceive the use of textual analysis without it: “I 
understand textual analysis to necessarily involve analysis of form or organization of texts […]. 
This is not simply analysis of form as opposed to analysis of content or meaning. I would argue 
that one cannot properly analyze content without simultaneously analyzing form, because 
contents are forms and vice versa. [because] form is a part of content.”53 Even though his 
suggestion is appropriate at least to a certain extent, one can agree to the fact that an analysis of 
form in the selected articles would not bring any advantage to the analysis, because it does not fit 
the particular purpose set for this thesis. Therefore, form will be left out in the following chapter.  
 
                                                            
52 Fairclough, N. cited in A. Jaworski & N. Coupland(1999).p.183. 
53 Ibid. p.184. 
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Next follows an explanation of the previously mentioned components which together make up 
textual analysis, namely linguistic analysis and intertextual analysis. One again, according to 
Fairclough’s understanding, linguistic analysis contains a wide range of issues, from “the 
traditional levels of analysis within linguistics (phonology, grammar up to the level of the 
sentence, and vocabulary and semantics) but also analysis of textual organization above the 
sentence, including intersentential cohesion and various aspects of the structure of texts which 
have been investigated by discourse analysts and conversation analysts.”54  
Once more, a selection between all these components needs to be made, considering the purpose 
of the thesis together with the space limitations imposed by the paper. Therefore, a phonological 
perspective would be detrimental for the thesis, as it would not help answer the research question 
in any way. The linguist agrees to this matter of choosing specific points of focus in analyzing a 
text, saying that “textual analysis is […] inevitably selective: […] we choose to ask certain 
questions about social events and texts [and] our ability to know what is ‘there; is inevitably 
limited and partial. And the questions we ask necessarily arise from particular motivations which 
go beyond what is ‘there’.”55  
One of the most important component which could provide support for the research question is a 
semantic analysis, which will inherently include an analysis of the vocabulary used. Here, an 
observation of recurrent key-words or patterns which can be placed in the same word families as 
the two core-concepts, censorship and freedom, would be beneficial, because it would keep the 
analysis on track, maintaining the focus of the research question.  
Putting it differently, one of the main aim in the analysis will be “to identify the ‘keywords’ in a 
corpus of texts, and to investigate distinctive patterns of co-occurrence or collocation between 
keywords and other words.”56 Also, a possible use of grammatical analysis may support the 
purpose, but only at a more shallow level, for instance when discussing the point of view in 
which the article is written, namely the use of the first person singular or first person plural, 
which could also show a level of subjectivity from the author’s part.  
                                                            
54 Fairclough, N. cited in A. Jaworski & N. Coupland(1999), p.184. 
55 Fairclough, N (2004). pp.14-15. 
56 Ibid, p.6. 
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Intertextual analysis, the second component of textual analysis, has the role of showing how texts 
are closely connected to society and history, through orders of discourse, that is genres and 
discourses. Intertextual analysis, therefore, “[…] mediates the connection between language and 
social context, and facilitates more satisfactory bridging of the gap between texts and contexts 
[…].”57 For a better understanding, one requires an explanation of the term ‘orders of discourse’.  
According to Fairclough, an order of discourse is defined by discourses, genres and styles, where 
discourses are ways of representation, genres are ways of acting and styles are ways of being.58 
They have the role of creating possible constructions within a language while at the same time 
excluding others. Therefore, “an order of discourse is a network of social practices in its 
language aspect.”59 Consequently, precisely because a language differs from another through the 
possible linguistic combinations which each language system allows, the second set of 
newspaper articles, namely the Romanian ones, will be treated in the original language.  
Although a translation will be provided in order to facilitate the reader’s understanding, the 
analysis will rely on the Romanian version. An argument in this sense comes from the same 
linguist, who states that “to include textual analysis of translated data as part of the analysis of 
the discursive event […] strikes me as a procedure which is open to serious objections. What 
light can analysis of the researcher’s English translation of a Gorbachev speech cast upon the 
political and discursive analysis of a Soviet, and Russian language, discursive event? In my 
opinion, discourse analysis papers should reproduce and analyze textual samples in the original 
language, despite the added difficulty for readers.”60 
With regards to the nature of the analysis, I concur with Fairclough’s own statement when he 
says that :”There is no such thing as an ‘objective’ analysis of a text, if by that we mean an 
analysis which simply describes what is ‘there’ in the text without being ‘biased’ by the 
subjectivity of the analyst. […] our ability to know what is ‘there’ is limited […] And the 
questions we ask necessarily arise from particular motivations which go beyond what is 
                                                            
57 Fairclough cited in Jaworski & Coupland(1999). pp.184-185. 
58 Fairclough, N.(2004). p.26 
59 Ibid. p. 24. 
60 N.Fairclough cited in Jarowski & Coupland(1999). p.186. 
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‘there’.”61 Nonetheless, the analysis will try to view the texts in a critical way, without showing a 
biased view.  
Concerning the weight placed on authorship, despite the fact that the authors of the selected 
newspaper articles will not be given considerable attention, they will also not be completely 
ignored in the sense that Foucault62 does, especially if the analysis could benefit from an 
inclusion of the author’s voice.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                            
61 Fairclough, N.(2004). pp. 14-15. 
62 M. Foucault does not place importance on the authorial voice, and therefore intentionality is also minimized. In 
this case, the paper will benefit from including the voice and stance of the author in the selected articles, because 
his perspective will also be reflected in the choice of keywords. 
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3. Media coverage in Britain in response to ACTA 
The first newspaper article I have chosen for analysis is entitled “What does the Anti-
Counterfeiting Trade Agreement (Acta) really mean for you and I?”, written by Charles Arthur 
from The Guardian, dated 10th July 2008. This was the second ACTA media coverage by The 
Guardian, the first article being written by the same journalist and on the same date.   
The first element of analysis is the type of discourse in which the text qualifies, or the genre. The 
text can be considered an editorial, because it has instances of the author’s opinions and 
assumptions throughout the article. Also concerning genre, there are hard facts in the text, such 
as: “the G8’s efforts to introduce a cross-border system preventing IP infringement”63, the fact 
that the negotiations are held in secret, or the PDF released by the G8 Intellectual Property 
Experts Group.  
However, they are few and the tone of the presentation may entitle us to affirm that the editorial 
presents soft news, as there are instances in which the author tries to entertain the reader: “But do 
I think it's going to mean us all getting asked to show customs agents what's on our MP3 player? 
Probably not, unless they're seeking something else to arrest you for after they find that kilo of 
cocaine in your suitcase.”64  
Another thing which could be said about genre in this case is that it does more than simply 
placing the text into a category. If an intertextual analysis reveals the connection between 
language and context, therefore between text and context, the same idea could be attributed to 
the use of a certain genre which acts like an interface between the meaning expressed by the 
article and the audience.  
One plausible conclusion which could be drawn by observing the very choice of genre, namely 
‘editorial’ – meant not only to inform, but also to entertain the reader – one might say that in 
presenting a serious issue which concerns millions of people at an international level, while 
using a humorous tone seems to belittle the possible effects of the agreement, because it portrays 
                                                            
63 Charles, Arthur(2008). What does the Anti-Counterfeiting Trade Agreement (Acta) really mean for you and I? The 
Guardian. Accessed May 10th : 
http://www.guardian.co.uk/technology/blog/2008/jul/10/whatdoestheanticounterfeiti?INTCMP=SRCH  
64 Ibid. 
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them as preposterous and exaggerated.  This in turn will directly affect meaning-making, closely 
followed by the perception of the public reading this article, as it portrays the subject less 
impressive and its agenda less aggressive than what had been speculated by 2008.     
There are several other paragraphs within the article, which will be treated separately in the 
context of intertextuality, or “how texts draw upon, incorporate, re-contextualize and dialogue 
with other texts.”65 In this case, there are several examples of intertextuality, in which the author 
either gave a reference or quoted entire paragraphs from articles written prior to his, on the 
subject of ACTA.  
The first example of intertextuality appears in the lead paragraph where there is a mention of the 
previous Guardian paper which covers the G8 initiative of an IP agreement. Then, he offers a 
link to his own article previously written on that day, with the same topic. Afterwards, there is 
another link to the Wikileaks website where a draft of the agreement was revealed, followed by a 
reference to the New Scientist technology blog, and last a PDF released by the G8 Intellectual 
Property Experts Group.66 
From the perspective of textual analysis, seeing that the text has been classified as an editorial, 
this would mean a certain degree of linguistic homogeneity.67 However, by appealing to an 
intertextual point of view we can identify a mixture of public discourse with a more intimate 
tone. The author states hard facts (mentioned above) – that would be of interest to a general 
public, who reads the news for hard news, or the facts which usually answer questions like: 
“What happened? Who was involved? Where and when did it happen? Why?”68  
A larger part of the editorial contains however examples which – if taken out of context – could 
be seen as instances of private discourse in which the author offers his own suggestions, 
assumptions, opinions about the Anti-Counterfeiting Trade Agreement, which can be easily 
spotted because of the use of the personal pronoun in first person singular and plural: ‘I’, ‘my 
                                                            
65 Fairclough, N.(2004). p.17. 
66 Charles Arthur(2008). 
67 N. Fairclough cited in Jaworski & Coupland(1999). p.185. 
68 Media Awareness Network(2008). Hard news vs. soft news. Accessed June 14th: 
http://collegejournalism.wordpress.com/2008/07/15/hard-news-vs-soft-news/   
 35 
 
(interpretation)’, ‘do I (think it’s going to mean), us (all getting asked to show customs agents 
what's on) our (MP3 player?)’, ‘(affect) us’.69 
With the use of the personal pronouns ‘you’ and ‘I’ used in the title, the author creates a degree 
of closeness between himself and the reader. Instead of referring to ACTA as an act whose 
ratification could affect stakeholders in general, or ‘them’ – the internet users, he includes 
himself in the large group of citizens who would have to deal with this issue. As previously 
shown, this degree of intimacy between the author and the reader is possible because of the 
linguistic content imposed by the genre of the discourse. This is important and relevant for the 
analysis, because it shifts the perspective from which the article is written.  
By using a subjective point of view, the author not only personalizes the article, but the use of 
the personal pronoun in first person singular shows a direct implication of the authorial voice in 
the subject, therefore showing that a possible ratification would affect a large sector of the 
population including himself. It shows a degree of personal implication in the issue of internet 
regulation in general, and ACTA in particular, and this dose of subjectivity affects meaning-
making at every linguistic level of the article. 
Keywords represent another important concept which will be included in the analysis. As has 
been previously mentioned, the two core-concepts ‘censorship’ and ‘freedom’ are the main focus 
of the research paper, they represent the red line around which the ACTA subject will be 
analyzed as it unfolds, and develops during the course of four years.  These particular key words 
are constituted not only of the word families of ‘censorship’, respectively ‘freedom’. The key 
words could represent the actual characteristics attributed to the agreement or its effects 
primarily on the ‘internet population’ (therefore they will be recognized in the form of 
adjectives), they could illustrate the processes through which said characteristics could bring 
about change (recognized either through action verbs or nouns), or the rights which it may or 
may not break (nouns). 
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Another thing that is worth mentioning in this part is that the analysis will not focus solely on the 
negative characteristics, processes, rights and instances of rights violations, but also on the 
positive aspects as they appear in the articles, which together will compose the mass of key 
words. This is partly because focusing only on the negative key-words may imply a prejudiced 
judgement towards ACTA, therefore a biased perspective which could affect the conclusions of 
the analysis, but mainly because analyzing these recurrent patterns both with negative and 
positive features builds a more complete picture of how this agreement was received, understood 
and portrayed in printed media.  
If we look at the core-concepts that appear in the research question, censorship will definitely be 
considered as a negative act in this case, and freedom will refer to rights such as freedom of 
speech, freedom of information, therefore it will be considered positive. The analysis will search 
for such antagonistic pairs of key-words, rather than limit the search to the ones that only refer to 
the negative aspect. Obviously, the results of the search will be directly influenced by the 
resources offered by each text. The fact that a particular kind of key-words has a larger rate of 
recurrence, if that is the case, will lead to possible conclusions which will help answer the 
research question.   
Returning to the text, even though it is not directly mentioned, one of the consequences that the 
author brings into discussion in the article is privacy, or rather the violation of privacy, and 
control. These key words are introduced twice in the text, through an interrogative grammatical 
mood: “But is it really so they can scan your laptop, mobile and iPod?”, followed by “But do I 
think it’s going to mean us all getting asked to show customs agents what’s on our MP3?”70 
Otherwise, the text does not present any actual key-words, and it rather has many instances in 
which the author mentions the presumed ways in which the ratification would violate the privacy 
of individuals, but his own suggestion is that the agreement focuses on companies which break 
the IPRs, rather than the individual, but he also agrees that the latter could be possible too.  
Considering the fact that the year the article was written was 2008, a few months after 
WikiLeaks published information on the presumable hidden agenda of ACTA, so far the analysis 
of the first chosen article shows a lack of key-words, very few assumptions, a more humoristic 
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approach to the subject and a subjective point-of-view with several instances of opinions and 
personal interpretations made by the author without appealing to other sources to confirm them. 
All this could be attributed to the fact that the subject was not yet widespread, the negotiations 
were still in the phase in which they were held in secret, and this was one of the first articles to 
tackle the ACTA topic.  
To support the previous ideas, I will appeal to the second example of primary source. The title of 
the article is “What is Acta and what should I know about it?”71, written by The Guardian 
journalist Bobbie Johnson, and dating from 11th November 2009. Considering the fact that the 
two articles were written approximately one and a half years apart, and also that the title of the 
latter still addresses problems such as ‘what ACTA is’ and ‘what should the reader be concerned 
with learning about it’, could be seen as a possible proof that this subject was still not in the 
height of discussion in 2009. Another support for this will be found in the discussion about the 
way in which the second article is structured, namely when analyzing the lead paragraph. 
The discourse could be qualified in the news report genre. Besides clarity and conciseness, the 
news report is also written in a formal style as opposed to the editorial, mainly because the main 
function of this type of journalistic discourse is to give an account of events that are of general 
interest, while an editorial  “tries to excite interest in a subject of actuality, combats (or arouses!) 
existing prejudices and puts forward new arguments in favor of the principles being 
maintained.”72 That means that one of the most essential elements of the news report are the 
facts, because they inform the reader about what has happened, or will happen. 
The lead paragraph of the text comes to sustain the previous assumption that ACTA was still not 
a hot topic by the end of 2009: “Unlike other high-powered government meetings – which are 
often accompanied by protests and brouhaha – Acta, the Anti-Counterfeiting Trade Agreement, 
has been progressing for two years without much fanfare.”73 
Although this second discourse contains the main characteristics of a news report, it also 
contains a few noticeable ‘anomalies’, which would be more visible by using intertextual 
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analysis. This enables us to separate, or rather to pinpoint the elements that appear incompatible 
with the news report. I have already mentioned that the style of the discourse is formal. 
However, the lead paragraph contains two examples of informal usage with the nouns: 
‘brouhaha’ (meaning agitation, excitement, riot), and ‘fanfare’ (meaning commotion, talk, 
turmoil). 
Fairclough remarks the fact that this tendency in mixing different discourses, or styles is a 
common situation in the case of British newspapers:” […] the sort of intertextual and linguistic 
heterogeneity which is typical of the journalism of the Sun and similar newspapers, being a 
hybridization of”74 – in this case – the formal and informal styles. Similar to the first article, a 
use of these informal nouns may apparently show a minimalization of the subject’s importance, 
but this doesn’t seem like the case as there are only two instances of informal use in the 
previously mentioned examples.  
Additionally, the point-of-view could sustain the previous statement. The perspective from 
which the article was written is an objective one. There are no personal opinions, suggestions, or 
interpretations which are not sustained by official sources.  The general tone of the article is not 
humorous, as in the previous one, but an official, serious tone corresponding with the large 
number of hard facts presented in the text.  
The point-of-view is also equidistant, when looking at the way in which the author tries to 
incorporate in the text both statements that show the negative aspects of the document’s possible 
ratification, as well as the positive sides advocated by the supporters. The author speaks about 
positive effects such as the creation of ‘a broad consensus on how to deal with counterfeit 
goods”, “new ways to deal with intellectual property infringement online “,75both suggesting a 
new framework which offers protection for the owners, be they individual inventors, or 
companies.  
The positive outcomes alternate with the negative ones, which mention the fact that: “the treaty 
also contains suggestions for the control of internet content that some believe could radically 
alter the nature of copyright worldwide”, and that the secrecy surrounding the negotiations gives 
                                                            
74 Fowler 1991; Fairclough 1991 cited in Jaworski & Coupland(1999). pp.189-190. 
75 Johnson, B. (2009).  
 39 
 
the impression of a “cloak-and-dagger approach [which] is part of a wider set of problems with 
the treaty”.76 The choice of words in this case is interesting, because from this expression several 
characteristics of the discussions on ACTA can be drawn. ‘Cloak-and-dagger’ refers not only to 
the fact that the debates between the states that signed the treaty were held behind closed doors, 
away from the press and the public, but that the debate surrounding ACTA can be characterized 
as a melodramatic intrigue. This shows the controversial quality of the agreement.  
Moving on to the keywords of the text, one can observe an increase in their number, especially 
for the ones that characterize the negative aspects of the agreement and of its object of attention, 
namely internet users. Therefore, if we browse the text, we can pinpoint key-words such as: 
“control of internet content”, “virtually no transparency”, “total secrecy”, “enormously 
problematic”. All these together with phrases which indicate indirect key-words such as 
censorship or suppression (“[service providers] to police and patrol their systems”) show not 
only an increase in the attributes of ACTA – which can be attributed to new drafts being leaked 
on the internet77, but especially to the negative ones, as the key-words have previously shown. 
Given the fact that the analysis has shown that the author’s point of view is an objective one, and 
that the article has many hard facts backed up by several sources, that is the text does not give 
personal comments of the author, it can be assumed that by 2009, although no draft of the 
agreement had been officially released and the negotiations were still private, the knowledge 
about ACTA had also extended, due to leaked documents containing negotiations of the treaty.  
 The third article chosen in this chapter is entitled ‘Digital Economy Act: This means war’, also 
published by the Guardian, dated April 16th 2010. As the title shows, this piece not only 
discusses the Anti-Counterfeiting Trade Agreement, but it starts by presenting the Digital 
Economy Act which deals with the regulation of digital media, and also contains a section on 
online infringement of copyright, which occupies a larger part in the article. An act which, 
similar to the voices of ACTA’s opponents “establishes an unprecedented realm of we 
censorship”, but while the first one has a larger scope, at an international level, the latter only 
concerns Britain.  
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As was the case with the first article, this one qualifies in the editorial genre. This can be 
demonstrated with the numerous instances of the first person singular ‘I’ being used, especially 
in the mid-section where the author talks about his personal experience with copyright as an 
artist working in the digital world.  
A few examples of the first person singular personal and possessive pronoun are: “I came to the 
copyright […]. As a working artist, I wanted a set of just copyright rules that provided a sound 
framework for my negotiations […]. I worried that the expansion of copyright […] would harm 
my ability to freely create.”78 Therefore the article is an editorial, considering the many instances 
in which the author gives his opinion about what it means to work in the digital worlds with the 
several acts and laws already passed or about to be enforced.  
This is the main reason which places the piece in that respective genre, because as opposed to the 
first article, the purpose of the article is not to entertain, and this can be sustained by looking at 
the general tone of the article. There are no instances in which the author uses a humorous tone, 
or words and phrases which have a ludic characteristic, all meant to entertain the reader. In fact, 
the general tone distinguished in the text is anything but playful. To a certain degree it is intimate 
and informal, but also rather serious, and at times ironic towards the actors involved in the 
Digital Economy Act and also the Anti-Counterfeiting Trade Agreement.  
The point-of-view is then a subjective one throughout the text, showing a close involvement of 
the author in the sector of digital world, as he himself acknowledges: “My whole life revolves 
around the digital economy: running entrepreneurial businesses that thrive on copying and that 
exploit the net’s powerful efficiencies to realize a better return on investment.”79This direct 
involvement in various areas of the digital world gives the discourse a certain quality that 
differentiates this article from the previous two, in terms of the author’s subjectivity, as it offers a 
new insight in the life of an individual who is not just a regular web user, but one who makes a 
living from it.  
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Perhaps this has an in important role in the expressions and arguably wide range of keywords 
used throughout the text, a visibly wider range comparable to the first articles nonetheless, which 
will be illustrated shortly. Although one point is worth mentioning here, is the fact that although 
ACTA does not occupy the largest part of the editorial, the author seems to place ACTA and 
DEA in the same framework, in the sense that they both represent unprecedented acts of internet 
regulation, differentiated mainly through the fact that the first is conducted at an international 
level (including Britain), while the latter primarily concerns Britain.  
The author paints a rather gloomy picture as he pushes the discussion in the direction of DEA 
and ACTA, as unparalleled internet regulation acts, and goes so far as to state that the 
dissatisfactions with these attempts of regulation have started a war between the stakeholders and 
the entertainment industry at a national level, and the “club or rich nations”80 negotiating ACTA 
in secret, internationally. This shows that the ACTA debate, intensified by its British version 
DEA, was becoming more relevant in the press, and this can be justified by referring to the ACT 
timeline section, which shows that April 2010 – the date when the editorial was published – 
coincides with the long-awaited moment of the official ACTA draft being made public, which 
contained the eighth round of negotiations held in New Zealand.81 
A previously mentioned, the occurrence of key-words describing the effects, the means and the 
values that these two acts attack is considerably higher than in the first two newspaper articles. 
Only the noun ‘censorship’ appears four times, in the lead paragraph followed by the body of the 
text: “a law that establishes an unprecedented realm of web censorship”, “the entertainment 
industry’s willingness to use parliament todi impose censorship”, “they want our networks 
censored” (here in the adjective form), “baking […] censorship into the very fabric of our 
networks”.82 
 Although the use of verbs describing the actions of these acts which aim at internet regulation 
towards the stakeholders, are fairly few, they have a strong resonance, as ACTA and DEA: 
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“harm [the] ability to freely create”, “cripple Britain’s internet”, and “impose censorship and 
arbitrary punishment”. 83  
The occurrence of key-words in the form of nouns is the greatest in this case, and they mainly 
refer to the ways in which internet regulation controls civil society by appealing to : ‘censorship’, 
‘strangleholds’,’ punishment’, ‘surveillance’, ‘control’ and ‘oppression’.  The author states that 
the reason why attempts of internet regulation such as ACTA and DEA resort to these acts is of a 
financial nature, “in the course of chasing a few extra quid”, which for him is no strong reason 
when the very values of democracy are at stake: “[it] is so depraved and terrible it has me in fear 
for the very underpinnings of democracy and civil society.”84 
The third article from The Guardian has shown a considerable increase in the recurrence of key-
words which are in the word families of the core-concepts ‘censorship’ and ‘freedom’, and also a 
wider variety of terms describing actions and processes of the two acts, with an effect on 
democracy and civil society, as previously discussed.  We can also see that the number of 
negative key-words attributed to the ACTA and DEA compose the majority, and the number of 
the positive ones, belonging to the second core-concept is close to nothing. There is an example 
where the author refers to freedom, namely “[his] ability to freely create”85 but it is not 
connected to the acts in the sense that they constrict this freedom.  
The author also brings new insight in this discussion with his personal experience which is 
deeply connected with the internet regulation debate. This has probably had an effect on the grim 
tone which pervades throughout the text, and this high level of subjectivity could have also been 
responsible for the large number of key-words, but this can also be supported by the fact that 
2010 brought the first official public access to the first draft of the agreement, and that the 
resolution was adopted later in November 2010, which could have fueled more discussions on 
the subject.  
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The fourth article written comes from the Independent.86 It is dated July 4th 2012, the day when 
the Anti-Counterfeiting Trade Agreement was rejected by the European Parliament, after the 
beginning of 2012 saw the rise of protests across Europe, starting with Poland and then 
disseminating across Europe, including Great Britain and Romania.  
The text qualifies as a news report, considering the large number of hard facts, citations from 
several official sources expressing their opinions on ACTA and its dismissal, the formal style of 
writing, the lack of the author’s personal beliefs or speculations, together with a concise and 
simple style. As the main function of the news report is to inform the reader, the hard facts are 
the most important element of this type of discourse.  
Considering the fact that the genre in which the text can be placed is the news report, the point- 
of-view is necessarily objective. The author does not show direct involvement in the subject, he 
employs citations from other sources in order to show which arguments have been brought 
against the Anti-Counterfeiting Trade Agreement in order to influence the high number of votes 
opposing the act.  
The incidence of keywords is rather moderate, especially compared to the previous article. 
Especially because we are dealing with a news report article, characterized by objectiveness, the 
key words that appear in the text belong to sources like the leader of the Pirate Party, the 
European Parliament rapporteur on ACTA, the European Data Protection Supervisor and ACTA 
opponents. There are very few examples in which the journalist is biased, if any. The only 
characteristic which the author really points out from the title is the controversial aspect of the 
agreement, which he then demonstrates by appealing not only to hard facts, but also to several 
statements of individuals who reject ACTA as a democratic, efficient, beneficial act neither for 
the civil society, nor for the individual.  
Therefore, this news article portrays the anti-piracy agreement as an attack against democratic 
values, much in the way of the previous article, such as “the rights to privacy and data protection 
[that would represent the right to property]” and opponents also claim that is has “unacceptable 
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side effects on individual rights”, or that is “did not guarantee adequate protection for citizens’ 
rights”.87 
The same as in the third article, the nouns predominate in the key-words section, and they mainly 
represent principles which stand at the basis of democracy: freedom (online or offline, individual 
or collective), protection (both of the person and of the person’s property). Another key-word 
can be found in the verb ‘to force’ which is used multiple times in connection with ACTA in 
order to show the restrictive quality which the agreement uses in order to achieve its purpose. 
Also, the use of the adjectives “forcing […] draconian demands” and “unacceptable side effects 
on individual rights” clearly show ACTA in an unfavorable way, from the method it employs to 
reach its purpose to the purpose itself.  
The final piece selected for this section also comes from the Independent and was published on 
July 10th 2012, a week after the agreement received with a striking majority of negative votes in 
the European Parliament.88 As the article will show, even though it was rejected, the 
stakeholders’ concerns do not stop with the failed ratification.  
The same as in the other articles, genre dictates some of the characteristics that the text 
possesses. In this case, the article can be categorized as a news report article. Once more, hard 
facts such as the mentioning of leaked documents revealing ACTA sections incorporated in a 
new anti-counterfeiting agreement between EU and Canada (CETA), events from the ACTA 
timeline such as the protests occurring across Europe. These have the role of informing the 
reader.  
What is interesting to notice in this discourse is that although the text qualifies as a news report 
and the author maintains his objectivity towards the subject by not only showing new concerns 
raised by ACTA opponents, respectively CETA, but he also brings a counter-argument to these 
accusations by appealing to the EU Trade spokesman whose statement is meant to assure that the 
objections to CETA are unfounded and that there is no need to consider the new agreement as 
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the ‘new’ ACTA which will finally mean the end of ‘free’ internet. Although he shows both 
arguments in favor and opposed to CETA, he appeals to several sources in order to show 
different negative aspects of ACTA in connection with CETA, but only chooses to occupy a very 
short paragraph to the end of the text to also include a statement in favor of the new agreement. 
This may show the author’s more subtle way of showing that he is more inclined to the opinion 
generated by the opponents, than to that of the proponents.  
Even so, the author does not give away any personal opinions on the subject, and there are very 
few examples used by him which could be considered keywords. Again, one of them which 
clearly stands out, refers to the controversial aspect of the act which he exemplifies with events 
from the ACTA timeline and statements coming from opponents.  
The other key-words used to describe the agreement belong to the ones who are clearly against 
its ratification and the re-use of some of the ACTA sections in the CETA act. Although there are 
few examples in this case too, we can see another pattern emerge as the Anti-Counterfeiting 
Trade Agreement is portrayed as a threat to the values of democracy, as “the crowbarring of 
ACTA type provisions into CETA shows the will to ignore the democratic process”. 89 
This section of the thesis has been concerned with the analysis of national online newspaper 
articles from the British media, namely three articles from the Guardian and two from the 
Independent. The manner in which they portray the ACTA topic, its concerns brought up by the 
opponents and arguments in favor of the agreement is different, because of elements such as 
genre – which is closely connected to the objective or subjective point-of-view that pervades 
through the text, and which in turn, alters the discourse at the level of meaning-making.  
It has been showed that the journalistic environment in Britain has been rather intense in the 
development of anti-piracy, internet and media regulation debates, not only because of ACTA, 
but because this discussion was enhanced and concomitant with DEA, the national law regarding 
the regulation of digital media.  
Even though the first article in this section showed a somewhat humorous way of regarding 
ACTA and its aims, the following ones showed a more serious approach which were 
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accompanied by a larger number of hard facts such as the leaked documents which provided new 
and valuable information in the development of the ACTA timeline, as well as from a 
journalistic point of view, as the analysis shows, this attracted a change in the discourse, with an 
increase in the number of key-words which were used to characterize the purpose of ACTA, its 
mode of operation, the way it influences stakeholders, and the values which it seeks to – 
according to opponents or proponents – destroy or protect.  
The following section will seek to show how the topic of internet regulation and ACTA 
developed in Romanian online newspapers, with an important explanation concerning the time-
frame Seeing that this is an ex-communist country, it would be interesting to see whether the 
occurrence of the key-words will be in some way different, either in number or regarding 
meaning, or whether one can find a certain resemblance in the way the subject has been treated 
in Romania in comparison to the manner in which the British newspapers have captured it 
throughout the four years.  
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4. Media coverage in Romania in response to ACTA 
Although the agenda for the research process in selecting the online newspaper articles was 
conducted in the same manner, meaning that the primary source was initially conceived as a 
selection of online newspaper articles from Britain and Romania published from 2008 to 2012, 
the outcome of this process was very different in comparing British and Romanian press 
response about ACTA.  
As it was pointed out in the previous chapter, internet regulation was already a hot topic at a 
national level in 2010, with the passing of the DEA, the digital regulation law. Therefore, the 
British media background was propitious for the ACTA topic to develop. By the time the 
international agreement reached the height of media attention in 2012 – as the European 
Parliament was preparing for the vote and the Europeans conducted waves of protests across the 
continent, online as well as on-site – a lot of the questions that ACTA raised had already 
captured the attention of the British press because of the DEA.  
Furthermore, even though there was considerably little information in 2008 because of the 
secrecy surrounding ACTA with the first rounds of negotiations being held away from the public 
and the media’s prying eyes, the subject still managed to attract some media attention in Britain, 
which meant that the public at least had the possibility of becoming aware of this subject at a 
very early stage.  
The same cannot be said in the case of Romanian media, respectively Romanian online 
newspapers. In Britain the attention that ACTA received developed gradually from 2008, being 
intensified in 2010 by the discussions around the DEA law, and again even more so in 2012 
because of the EP vote and dissemination of protests in Europe. In Romania, however, the 
moment when ACTA received media attention was considerably later than in the first case, and 
this obviously had an effect on the general development of the subject in the press. The selection 
process of Romanian online newspaper articles which tackle the issue of ACTA shows that 
national newspapers considered for the analysis, such as Adevarul, and Mediafax – the 
Romanian independent press agency – have started covering this topic as late as the beginning of 
2012, thus four years later than the British press.  
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Also, there is another point which deserves to be taken into consideration. The context in which 
ACTA became largely known in Romania is also extremely different than in Britain. If the 
British press became acquainted with the agreement gradually, with each document leaked, and 
then more so in 2010 with the passing of DEA, Romanian media was not preoccupied with 
tackling issues such as internet regulation at a large scale.  
Not only this, but the background in which subject occurred was actually intertwined with or 
rather influenced by the protests of Romanian citizens across the country who were dissatisfied 
with the recent austerity measures taken by the Boc government at the time. Therefore one may 
say that the protests against the austerity measures generated or influenced to a certain extent the 
need for people to show their disapproval with an act which, according to opponents, restricts the 
basic tenets of democracy.  
One of the first article in which ACTA is barely mentioned, as the main story represented the 
protests against the austerity measures which took place across the entire country, dates from 
January 30th 2012, a few days after the first ACTA protests burst in Poland. The article shows 
how the demands of the people protesting in Romania at the beginning of 2012 intertwined, 
between demands against the Romanian president, the Boc government and the austerity 
measures taken in that period, and the demands against the adoption of ACTA in Romania, 
shouting things such as:’Down with the Boc government’, ‘Down with Basescu’, but also ‘We 
don’t want ACTA!’.90  
The first article chosen for analysis is from the national newspaper Adevarul. Dated January 24th 
2012, it speaks about the previous SOPA and PIPA anti-piracy laws which have been put on 
hold, and the fact that the internet could be threatened by a more powerful anti-counterfeit law, 
namely ACTA. It then moves on to present a few important points in the ACTA timeline, which 
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have the role of informing the reader about the course of events in the development of the ACTA 
negotiations. 91   
In comparison to the British articles, this section does not have the function of a reminder, but a 
first-hand explanation of how the agreement and its negotiations evolved.   
The text qualifies as a news report article. The style in which it is written is formal, the text 
contains several hard facts such as the previously mentioned important events in the ACTA 
timeline, the feedback the agreement received from petitioners in the US and the Anonymous 
group, along with their intentions regarding their way of action.  
The point of view is also objective, there are no instances of the author using terms which would 
show any degree of personal implication on the author’s part, meaning there are no suggestions 
or personal opinions expressed throughout the article which may suggest otherwise. Also, the 
text does not contain the use of personal pronouns in the first person singular, which would also 
show subjectivity and personal implication.  
Before moving on to the occurrence of key-words in the text, there is one issue worth discussing, 
as it might shed some light on the way in which Romanian media coverage on ACTA occurred. 
From the very first paragraph, the author introduces the reader to the Anti-Counterfeiting Trade 
Agreement as ‘a law that is more powerful than SOPA and PIPA’(“o lege mai puternica decat 
cele doua”), and then he goes on by saying that this law ‘has been ignored up to this point’ (“care 
a fost ignorata pana in momentul de fata”).  
Although this last phrase is somewhat ambiguous, because it does not state exactly by whom the 
ACTA subject was ignored, it may be safe to presume that the author refers to the media in 
Romania, which, up until 2012, have neglected to collect and then disseminate information about 
either the agreement’s agenda, the countries involved in the negotiations, or any other valuable 
information which may have been welcomed by the Romanian society. This is strikes as a rather 
peculiar matter, because Romania, by being a member of the EU, was directly involved in the 
negotiation process and then it was also one of the signing countries.  
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The search for patterns in the elements of the vocabulary used in this first Romanian article has 
been met by a thin result. Considering that the point of view of the author is objective, the few 
key-words that appear in the text are expressed by US petitioners who are against the agreement, 
and by the Anonymous group which instigates the people to become a part of the anti-ACTA 
movement by getting involved in the protests and attacking the websites of institutions like the 
US justice department, or the CBS television channel.  
By appealing to an intertextual perspective, the fact that the author chooses to only appeal to the 
opinions expressed by US opposers of the agreement, instead of Romanian, may indicate once 
again the lack of material written on the subject in Romania.  
Returning to the key-words found in the text, they are rather scarce. ACTA is portrayed as a 
‘potential hazard for the internet’ (“potential hazard pentru internet”),’which forces the 
operators to adopt draconic measures’ (“fortand operatorii sa adopte masuri draconice”). 
Another idea expressed by Anonymous shows that despite the fact that SOPA and PIPA have 
been postponed, ‘this does not guarantee our virtual freedom’ (“acest lucru nu garanteaza 
libertatile noastre virtuale”), which shows a recurrent view of ACTA as a law that restricts and 
censors the online freedom of internet users.92 
The second choice is also an article from the national newspaper Adevarul, entitled ‘The New 
Inquisition of the Internet’ (“Noua Inchizitie a Internetului”), dated January 27th 2012. 93         
This particular piece falls in the journalistic commentary category, which can be characterized by 
the engagement of the authorial voice in the subject that is presented and analyzed, the 
straightforward attitude or stance of the writer towards the theme which is marked by words and 
expressions which express the point-of-view. Also, other characteristics may include expressions 
which show the confidence or certainty of the author in the ideas he presents, and the fact that he 
addresses directly to the reader, through the use of personal pronouns in the second person 
singular of plural.    
                                                            
92 Andriescu, V.(2012). Anonymous ameninta cu primul razboi cybernetic mondial din cauza unui tratat mai dur 
decat SOPA si PIPA. 
93 Dracopol, S.(2012). Noua Inchizitie a Internetului. Adevarul. January 27th . Accessed July 20th 2013: 
http://adevarul.ro/life-style/stil-de-viata/comentariu-noua-inchizitie-internetului-
1_50b9fa4b7c42d5a663ad8e2b/index.html  
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The article contains the previously mentioned characteristics. The stance of the authorial voice 
can be pinpointed from the title, which shows that the point-of-view adopted by the author with 
regards to ACTA is antagonistic. The use of the noun phrase ‘The new internet Inquisition’ 
(“Noua Inchizitie a Internetului”), sums up the direction in which the author guides the 
conclusions on the new anti-counterfeiting agreement. ‘Inquisition’ suggests that the treaty, the 
way in which it operates and its goals are defined by censorship, disregard for the people’s 
rights, and severe punishments in the case of deviation from the rules imposed by the agreement.  
The commentaries presented by the article are therefore explanations and also interpretations 
belonging to the writer, whose opinion shows alignment with the numerous negative aspects of 
the treaty, some of them which have already been dealt with in the previous newspaper articles.  
The author starts the article by presenting a few hard facts on which he then uses in his personal 
interpretation of the consequences and agenda of the agreement, namely the fact that on January 
26th 2012, Romania signed the treaty in Japan, and that the long negotiations between the states 
who were involved were held behind closed doors, away from the public and the media.  
The rest of the article is filled with expressions of the writer’s subjectivity. In this case, this is not 
marked by the personal pronoun in the first person singular form, but rather with words and 
expression which show the one-sided judgement of the author regarding the effects of ACTA on 
the individual as well as on the basic tenets of democracy. He conducts the commentary without 
relying on other sources in order to confirm his statements, but rather continues to make use of 
expressions and the future tense, which suggest a certain degree of certainty of the writer’s 
conviction in his own judgement.  
There are several instances in which the writer appeals to the future tense, when speaking about 
the future the future prospects in case the treaty is given a green light by the European 
Parliament. The use of future tense simple, formed with the auxiliary ‘will’ (the Romanian 
equivalent being ‘a vrea’ in the infinitive form) plus the verb in the infinitive form is used to 
express a predictive future, to describe known facts or in order to state what we consider to be 
true. In the article, the third explanation is most suitable, and it also sustains the fact that the 
extensive use of future tense simple in this context reveals the author’s subjectivity.  
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According to the author of the commentary: ‘all means of control and personal information of 
every internet user will be available to particular private companies’, ‘IPRs owners will have 
access to the personal life of anyone without the need for a warrant’, ‘your internet provider will 
be forced to monitor your entire online activity’, ‘everything you do will be carefully monitored’, 
‘[these private companies] will work by their own rules, nobody will inform you of this 
monitoring and you will not have any means to protect yourselves’, ‘they will be able to do 
anything with this information’.94 
The writer’s vehement opposition towards the Anti-Counterfeiting Trade Agreement is also 
clearly expressed through the abundant use of key words occurring throughout the article. The 
first key-word and probably the one which stands out from the title is the use of the noun 
‘Inquisition’, which has already been discussed. By referring to the treaty as the ‘New Inquisition 
of the internet’, a multitude of negative characteristics are automatically ascribed to it, from a 
disregard of fundamental rights, to bias, severe punishment as a consequence of breaking the 
rules imposed upon the internet user. Therefore, the author, by associating ACTA with the 
Inquisition, he suggests that the treaty is one-sided, rigid, harsh, and therefore it does not serve 
the people. Quite on the contrary, it censors, restricts and punishes them.  
Another example of a key-word which shows the engagement of the writer in the topic, which 
also adds up to the general subjective tone of the piece is the noun phrase:’ [ACTA marks] the 
beginning of the internet Middle Ages’. (“[ACTA marcheaza] inceputul unui Ev Mediu al 
internetului”).95 This particular noun phrase implies that ACTA would force this widely used 
technological breakthrough to suffer a regression because of the methods imposed by the 
agreement. Other key-words expressed through nouns are: ‘control methods’, ‘control’, 
‘monitoring’, ‘the right to a private life’ (“mijloace de control”, “control”, “monitorizare”, 
“dreptul la viata private”). 96 
                                                            
94 Dracopol, S.(2012). Trans.”toate mijloacele de control si informatiile personale ale orcarui internaut vor fi la 
dispozitia unor companii private”, “detinatorii drepturilor de proprietate intelectuala vor avea acces la viata 
personala a oricarei personae fara a necesita un mandate”, “Furnizorul dumneavoastra de internet va avea 
obligatia sa va monitorizeze intreaga activitate online.”, “ tot ceea ce faceti online va fi monitorizat cu grija”, 
“Acestia for opera dupa propriile reguli, nimeni nu va va aduce la cunostiinta ca are loc aceasta monitorizare si nu 
veti avea niciun mijloc sa va protejati”, “vor putea face orice cu aceste informatii”. 
95 Ibid. 
96 Ibid.  
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The co-occurrence of verbs as keywords is also noticeable, and they also contribute to the 
complex, negative image of the agreement and its consequences, which the author conveys to the 
reader. Also, the form of the verbs and personal pronouns in the second person used in the 
second part of the article implies that the writer tries to open up a space for dialog between 
himself and the readers. By appealing to this, he not only involves the readers into the 
discussion, but he also tries to influence the reader’s opinion on the subject.  
These verbs are: ‘your internet provider will have the obligation to monitor your online activity’( 
“furnizorul dumneavoastra de internet va avea obligatia sa va monitorizeze intreaga activitate 
online”), ‘the websites on which you surf’(“siteurile pe care navigati”), ‘all that you do online 
will be carefully monitored’(“tot ceea ce faceti online va fi monitorizat cu grija”), ‘nobody will 
inform you’(“nimeni nu va va aduce la cunostiinta”), ‘you will not have any means to protect 
yourselves’(“nu veti avea niciun mijloc sa va protejati”). 97 
 This idea of the author’s attempt to become closer to the readers, to include them in the debate is 
supported by the subtitle of the online article which raises the question: ‘But what does ACTA 
mean for each and every one of us, internet users?’ (“Dar ce inseamna ACTA pentru fiecare 
dintre noi, utilizatorii de internet?”).98  
So far, the first Romanian article demonstrates the fact that ACTA was not a current topic up to 
the beginning of 2012 when the news report was published, the short ACTA timeline presented 
in the beginning is meant to introduce the reader to this subject and bring him up-to-date.             
Even though the number of key-words is small, and there are more instances in which the 
opinions of Anonymous or of the US protesters rather suggest than openly express them (as in 
the before mentioned example with ‘this does not guarantee our virtual freedom’), the main ideas 
which pervade in the text are similar to the ones expressed in the British articles, with ACTA 
being seen as a dangerous and constrictive law. The third article was published on January 28th 
2012 by Mediafax and is entitled ‘The EP rapporteur of ACTA resigns denouncing the 
                                                            
97 Dracopol, S.(2012). 
98 Ibid. 
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negotiations as a “masquerade” ‘(“Raportorul PE pentru ACTA demisioneaza denuntand 
negocierile drept o “mascarada”). 99 
The piece offers an interesting perspective and insight into the negotiation process between the 
members of the agreement, and also to the prospective consequences of ACTA for the citizens. 
The text qualifies as a news report, with all the characteristics contained within this genre. The 
objective perspective used by the author is combined with the presentation of several hard facts 
such as events which happened in the development of the negotiation process, the series of 
protests which began in Poland, or the website attacks conducted by hackers against the Polish 
government. The author refrains from giving personal remarks, or using adjectives that might 
suggest a dose of implication in the subject. Instead, he appeals to the statement of Kader Arif, 
the EP rapporteur several times, which openly paint an unfavorable image of the agreement.  
The main focus in the discourse of the rapporteur is his general disapproval with the entire 
process up to the point when the agreement was signed. Therefore, the bulk of the key-words is 
composed of the objections brought to light by the EP official with regards to the nature of the 
negotiation process, which brings new insight into the ACTA debate, because it offers the 
official’s hands-on experience with the negotiations which have been kept away from the public 
opinion and the press.  
 The most striking key-word is the use of the noun ‘masquerade’ used to describe both the 
manner in which the negotiations were handled, as well as the consequences of the act on the 
lives of the citizens living in the states that joined the signing. The figurative use of the term 
shows the hostile attitude of the speaker towards the act, by suggesting that the reason behind his 
resignation is the falseness and deception surrounding it. 
 The noun ‘manoeuvre’ is another example of key-words which adds up to the character of the 
process of producing the text and the way it was discussed during negotiations. It implies the 
appeal to manipulation and subterfuges in order to evade rules, or the consequences of particular 
actions. 
                                                            
99 Mediafax website(2012). Raportorul PE pentru ACTA demisioneaza denuntand negocierile drept o “mascarada”. 
January 28th . Accessed June 25th 2013: http://www.mediafax.ro/externe/raportorul-pe-pentru-acta-
demisioneaza-denuntand-negocierile-drept-o-mascarada-9184018  
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The intense negative attitude of the speaker towards the agreement is straightforward, and the 
use of the verb ‘to condemn’, demonstrates this idea once again. The strong disapproval, which 
is obviously shown in the official’s decision to resign from the position as the rapporteur on the 
Anti-Counterfeiting Trade Agreement, is aimed at certain irregularities which the development 
of the negotiation process has shown from the beginning.  
Therefore, the following noun phrases qualify as key-words, because they characterize the 
manner in which the ACTA negotiations were conducted, which had an important impact on the 
way in which the public reacted when more substantial information was made public, and also on 
the content of the agreement, to which the public brought numerous objections.                                                 
Therefore, ‘the lack of consultation with the civil society, the lack of transparency […], repeated 
delays in the signing of the text without an explanation, (“lipsa consultarii societatii civile, lipsa 
transparentei […], intarzieri repetate ale semnarii textului fara nicio explicatie”)100, are key-
words which build up the general negative, and at times aggressive stance towards the ACTA.  
This particular article distinguished itself from the others presented so far, because it offered a 
perspective which was different than the ones presented so far, whether it was an opinion of a 
simple journalist in an editorial, one who has direct contact with issues concerning online 
copyright, or a regular citizen having the same concerns. What is surprising in this piece is that it 
more or less, shows that the same concerns are shared by an EP official who was responsible in 
the ACTA process. One is more likely to expect a response to the concerns shared by these 
millions of citizens from a Parliament official responsible in this matter.   
Thus far, even though the majority of the articles both from Romania and Britain have been news 
reports, which are usually characterized by objectivity and the presentation of hard facts, there 
have been hardly any examples within the texts which would concur to the benefic, or positive 
aspects of a possible ratification of the agreement. Instead, the majority of opinions expressed in 
them have painted the agreement, the manner in which it was put together and its consequences 
on civil society in an unfavorable light with regards to many different aspects.  
                                                            
100 Mediafax website(2012). Raportorul PE pentru ACTA demisioneaza denuntand negocierile drept o “mascarada”. 
January 28th . 
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An even more vehement hostility against the treaty can be found in the following piece which 
also comes from the Mediafax press agency, dated January 28th 2012, with the title: ‘Anonymous 
warns Romanians: ACTA is the first step to dictatorship on the internet. It will limit the right to 
live on this planet’.101   
The same characteristics apply here as in the previous article, regarding gender and point of 
view, but in the case of the items of vocabulary which could be considered key-words, the choice 
of words is more radical than in Kader Arif’s resignation speech. Even though he mainly attacks 
the way in which the organization process of the debates was conducted, especially lack of 
transparency and lack of involvement of the civil society, he also mentions the fact that ‘This act 
could have major consequences on the life of citizens’ (“Acest accord poate avea consecinte 
majore asupra vietii cetatenilor”). He does so, however, without actually mentioning the ways in 
which the agreement could affect the people. The analysis of the key-words in the third article 
will show a more blunt, or straightforward articulation of Anonymous’ objections regarding the 
global implications following the ratification.  
As aforementioned, the article qualifies in the news report genre, marked by an objective point-
of-view and the inclusion of hard facts. In this case, these are important events which occurred in 
the timeline (such as the signing of the treaty by the 22 EU member states and the EU, the aim of 
the agreement according to the EP – that of consolidating the protection of IPRs and the fight 
against counterfeit products and piracy102), the fact that the Anonymous group has addressed a 
second video for the Romanian people in which they encourage and instigate them to continue 
the protests against the treaty’s implementation.  
The author of the article cites large fragments from the video addressed by Anonymous to the 
Romanian people, in which the group explains how, in their opinion, the entire world would be 
affected negatively by the treaty. The occurrence of the key-words is fairly larger than in the 
previous Romanian articles. This can especially be showed in the use of verbs which show how 
                                                            
101 Mediafax website(2012). Anonymous avertizeaza romanii: ACTA este primul pas catre dictatura pe internet. Va 
limita dreptul de a trai pe aceasta planeta. January 28th .Accessed June 28th 2013: 
http://www.mediafax.ro/cultura-media/anonymous-avertizeaza-romanii-acta-este-primul-pas-catre-
dictatura-pe-internet-va-limita-dreptul-de-a-trai-pe-aceasta-planeta-video-9184394  
102 Ibid. trans. :” Reprezentantii din 22 de state member UE si Uniunea Europeana au semnat […] Tratatul 
Comercial Anti-Contrafacere (ACTA) […]. Scopul acordului […] este potrivit PE, Acela de a consolida respectarea 
drepturilor de proprietate intelectuala […] si de a combate contrafacerea si pirateria […].” 
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this act would alter the basic needs of the civil society, such as communicating, passing and 
receiving information.  
The following verbs associated with the actions of ACTA all have a negative connotation: 
impose (“impune”), monitored (“monitorizat”), taken away (“luat”), imprison (“va limita”). The 
negative picture is completed by the nouns which express the basic rights and freedoms which an 
individual should possess which the agreement would endanger. Thus, ‘communication’ 
(“comunicarea”), ‘freedom of speech’( “libertatea de exprimare”), the ‘right to live on this 
planet’ (“dreptul de a trai pe aceasta planeta”) would be imprisoned if ACTA went into full 
effect, according to Anonymous.  
The author’s choice of including such a large part of the Anonymous message to the Romanian 
people, in the article, influences the manner in which the reader perceives the nature of the 
international treaty. There is, however, a short mention of its purpose, which may be considered 
as a more positive outlook on ACTA, but it does not actually count as a counterargument to the 
large and various accusations brought by for example, the ex-ACTA rapporteur, or Anonymous. 
Therefore, ‘according to PE, [the purpose of the treaty] is to consolidate IPRs, including online, 
and to fight counterfeit products and piracy of products such as luxury clothes, music and 
films.’103  The majority of the aspects or key-words that can be extracted from the text portray 
ACTA in a detrimental manner.  
One last key-word which occurs twice in the Anonymous message is the noun ‘dictatorship’ 
(“dictatura”), a rather strong word which is used here to portray how the world could transform 
after ACTA. Consequently, if ratified by the EP, ‘this will impose an internet dictatorship in 
which every aspect of your internet activity will be monitored, and ‘as our right to freely share 
and get information is taken away by ACTA we must realize that this is just the first step towards 
a global fascist dictatorship’.104 
                                                            
103 Mediafax website(2012). Anonymous avertizeaza romanii: ACTA este primul pas catre dictatura pe internet. Va 
limita dreptul de a trai pe aceasta planeta. Trans.: “[…] potrivit PE, [scopul ACTA este], Acela de a consolida 
respectarea drepturilor de proprietate intelectuala, inclusive online, si de a combate contrafacerea si pirateria 
pentru bunuri precum haine de lux, muzica si filme.” 
104 Ibid. Trans.: “[…] care va impune o dictatura pe internet: fiecare aspect al vietii activitatii voastre pe internet va 
fi monitorizat. […] Dreptul de a furniza si primi informatii este luat odata ce ACTA a fost semnat. […] acesta este 
primul pas catre o dictatura.” 
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Both analytical chapters have been presented. Each of them had the role of showing the manner 
in which the Anti-Counterfeiting Trade Agreement subject gained momentum and developed 
over the course of four years, in the case of Britain, respectively in 2012 in Romanian press. 
Considering the fact that both are member states of the EU, therefore they were both present in 
the long negotiation process, and afterwards at the signing in Japan 2012, a comparison between 
the two would be necessary and engaging, because it could shed some light as to what the role of 
the press is in the respective countries, and the ways in which this affects ACTA’s coverage.   
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5. ACTA Discussions – A Contrast 
This section will, therefore, have the purpose of illustrating the differences and similarities 
between the manner in which the ACTA subject developed in British and Romanian online 
newspapers. The final conclusions to this analogy will be drawn in the following chapter. 
As previously discussed in the analysis chapters, the first visible and important differentiation 
between the two sets of online newspaper articles tackling this subject is the fact that the lack of 
media attention for this topic in Romania was extremely poor before January 2012, and this lead 
to a compromise. Instead of letting go of the second analytical chapter which showed the 
development of the topic in Romanian press, and focusing solely on the British perspective, a 
compromise was made, and with it the first noticeable difference between the two sets of articles 
can be noticed: the original timeframe between 2008-2012 was suitable in the case of the British 
articles, while the lack of sources up to 2011 for the Romanian ones lead to the choice of limiting 
the timeline from the aforementioned 4 years, to how the subject developed in 2012, especially 
in the first part of the year, as ACTA was rejected on July 4th 2012. 
This personal choice brought with it a number of other differences between the two perspectives. 
The first one which should be mentioned is the rhythm in which the subject developed in Britain 
and Romania. If in the first case, the debate developed gradually gaining momentum as more 
information on the Anti-Counterfeiting Trade Agreement was publicized (first with the 
publication of the leaked document by the WikiLeaks website in 2008, then with the first round 
of signing in 2010, followed by the EU and its member countries in 2012), in Romania the topic 
developed rather differently.  
With the beginning of 2012, after the EU member states including Romania, had signed the 
treaty, the subject did not develop gradually, but rather boomed in a very short period, as 
international events concerning ACTA, but also national protests against the austerity measures 
captured the attention of the media.  
This lead to the discussion of the context in which ACTA occurred, although this is a matter 
independent from the choice made in the early research process, of keeping the Romanian 
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perspective. Context is, therefore, a factor which greatly influenced the development of the way 
in which ACTA was portrayed by the press.  
As it has been mentioned in the Sources section, British press represented a propitious 
background for the development of the ACTA subject, even more so in 2010 when the DEA law, 
which is similar to the purpose of the first one, though one is conceived to be applied 
internationally, and the other one is only applicable in Britain. The fact that they both focus on 
the large sector of people who are regular internet users, and also because they have both been 
attributed with negative views by the ones who are against them, might explain why the 
development of ACTA received more media attention starting from 2010.  
Despite this, however, there is no plausible explanation as to why the subject was not present in 
Romanian newspapers from 2008. The context in which the agreement occurred during the 
protests from January 2012 was also somewhat ambiguous, as the individuals protesting in the 
streets of Bucharest, and other major cities in the country began mixing the messages against 
president Basescu, the government and prime-minister Boc, with the ones against the Anti-
Counterfeiting Trade Agreement, which soon developed into protests in which especially young 
people marched the streets and protested against the treaty’s ratification alone.  
The occurrence of the keywords is a major point of focus in the paper. As previously mentioned, 
these keywords which have been searched for in every online newspaper article in the analytical 
chapters, were recognized by a number of criteria. The purpose was not looking for elements of 
vocabulary which express the negative aspects of ACTA’s agenda, its implementation, the 
possible damage it could bring to the digital world and to the individual, but rather to gather as 
much words and expressions which show the agreement through both positive and negative 
points-of-view.  
The core-concepts which have provided the basis for the string of key-words found in the 
journalistic pieces are ‘censorship’ and ‘protection’, because they personify the two opposite 
ideas which have been attributed by those who oppose ACTA, respectively those who embrace 
it. In other words, they compose the dichotomy of opinions on the agreement, between those who 
consider it to be the ‘New Inquisition of the Internet’, ‘the beginning of the internet Middle 
Ages’, a ‘potential hazard for the internet’, ‘an attack on internet freedom’, and those who see it 
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as a more efficient treaty which will create a better framework for the protection of intellectual 
property rights, and offer the tools and methods to fight against counterfeit goods and piracy. 
The two opposite concepts have been selected because they concentrate and represent the two 
antagonistic views regarding ACTA. The reason behind the fact that each newspaper article 
needed to present these keywords in order to be selected in the analytical chapters, was because 
after a closer look at how the elements of vocabulary were selected and used in the articles, the 
predilection of the negative key-words over the positive ones, or vice versa, is that this helps 
explain how the development of the ACTA discussions took place in the press, in a fixed 
timeframe.  
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Conclusion 
 
In this final part of the paper, and relying on the findings revealed by the analytical chapters, I 
will try to answer the research question and the sub-questions previously established.  
My personal encounter with the Anti-Counterfeiting Trade Agreement was through Romanian 
media. The beginning of 2012 was remarkable and memorable from my point of view. The 
images of hundreds and thousands of people marching through the streets of several cities across 
Romania, wearing Guy Fawkes masks, or with their mouths covered, all yelling at the top of 
their lungs messages against ACTA – the embodiment of censorship, monitoring, abuse, bias and 
last but not least, punishment. This is what their signs said. These words were disseminated 
quickly through all sorts of media, and ACTA soon became associated to them in every 
direction: whether it was on the evening news, on the radio, on social networks and petitions.  
The intensity of the social movement against the agreement was rare. It was almost like a show 
of force, meant to intimidate the country representatives in charge with negotiating ACTA, and it 
generated feelings of recognition, for me. I had already heard these messages: ‘stop the abuse!’, 
‘we want freedom!’, ‘no more censorship, ‘we’ve had enough!’ – some twenty years before. 
Although I was not old enough to participate in the ’89 revolution, for me, it seemed like I was 
reliving it in another perspective. This is the reason why I was drawn to this particular topic. 
Choosing the online newspapers as a point of focus was also interesting, because they showed 
subtleties which a riot cannot show. For instance, the two analytical chapters were composed of 
nine online articles, of which mostly were news reports, a few editorials and one commentary. It 
was interesting to see how the writer, although he was writing a news report which is 
characterized by objectivity, the presentation of hard facts positive as well as negative, was 
inclined to use almost the entire space of the article to offer negative commentaries about ACTA.  
The agreement was, therefore, not given a ‘fair’ chance to be presented both positively and 
negatively, and this was a subtle way of showing a possible bias on the writer’s account. 
Otherwise, more time and energy would have been spent in order to give the report a certain 
degree of balance, and a more straightforward degree of objectivity. 
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However, this would have posed a great difficulty, because as already shown, even officials 
responsible with the treaty were unable to continue their activity and resigned from their 
positions, and this act speaks for itself.  
It has already been discussed in the previous section, that the contexts in which the subject came 
about in the British and Romanian press were extremely different. While the first developed 
naturally, in a slower pace, and then gradually gained momentum, especially in 2010 along with 
the discussions about the Digital Economy Act, the latter suffered a considerable delay up until 
the height of the ACTA discussions which were immediately followed by the signing of the 
treaty by the EU member-states, Including Great Britain and Romania. Starting with 2012, 
internet regulation and ACTA became the most discussed topics in Romania, on all forms of 
media communication. The protests which were organized to show the people’s discontent 
against the austerity measures soon turned into protests against the anti-counterfeiting agreement, 
and this shift was soon echoed in the press.  
Both sets of online newspaper articles show a strong predilection to showing ACTA as a 
generally negative treaty, especially when it comes to the internet section, which has been of 
interest for the paper. 
The similarities between the representation of the agreement in the British and Romanian are 
striking. There are extremely few instances where the author either states himself, or appeals to 
sources that present ACTA in a favorable light. An explanation for this could be the fact that the 
negotiations have been held in total secrecy and this later affected the way in which the 
journalists had access to officials confirming its beneficial aspects, although this should not be 
the case. Though timely arguments sustaining the positive aspects of the agreement could have 
played an essential role in the manner in which the public opinion and the press received the 
treaty, as it would not had given the opportunity for speculation to develop as rapidly as it did.  
  Therefore, one could say that both the British and the Romanian press represent the agreement 
in a poor light. The elements of vocabulary used to describe it are fairly similar. The fact that the 
topic, to a certain extent, was already familiar in Britain starting with 2008, while it Romania the 
press focused on it as late as 2012, may explain the dissemination of the keywords in the 
European context, and more particularly between Britain and Romania.  
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Although, the Anti-Counterfeiting Trade Agreement debate has been presently silenced after its 
dismissal in the summer of 2012, another discussion about internet regulation is most likely to 
arise, as we have already seen with the treaty between Canada and the European Union (CETA), 
which soon followed ACTA.  
The issue of internet regulation will be relevant and will raise engaging problems anywhere 
around the world, whether it will concern the internet provider, the online content, the internet 
user or all three together, and this will provide plenty of interesting and important research 
material, at least in the near future, research which becomes more relevant as the number of users 
becomes legion.  
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